
 
 

Dates to remember: 

GFWC of Tennessee  

Fall Conference 

October 20-22, 2017 

Franklin Marriott Cool 

Springs 

700 Cool Springs Blvd. 

Franklin, TN 

 

 

GFWC Southeastern 

Region 

November 2-5, 2017 

Cincinnati Airport 

Marriott 

Hebron, Kentucky 

 

Happiness 

*If you want to be happy 

for an hour, take a nap. 

*If you want to be happy 

for a day, go fishing. 

*If you want to be happy 

for a month, get married. 

*If you want to be happy 

for a year, inherit a 

fortune. 

*If you want to be happy 

for eternity, help others. 

State Updates 

 

We have now officially kicked 

off the second year of the    

“Be A Queen” administration 

and we have hit the ground 

running!   

 

On July 29th a Leadership 101 

workshop was held in 

Cookeville with 63 members 

attending.  The workshop 

covered the organizational 

chart of GFWC down to 

GFWC of Tennessee clubs; the 

executive committee’s job 

titles and responsibilities; an 

in depth look at the GFWC of 

Tennessee handbook 

including forms;  important 

dates; using the GFWC and 

GFWC of Tennessee websites; 

how to become a 501c3 club.  

After a great boxed lunch, 

Jerry Redman and Emily 

Aikins from Second Life 

spoke to members about 

recognizing, preventing, and 

working to eliminate 

Human Trafficing.   

 

I think we all came away 

with lots of information to 

share with our clubs as we 

start another club year.  A 

big thank you to Donna 

Simpson and Vicki Kinser 

for an outstanding job 

coordinating the meeting! 

On August 24th Amanda, 

Deb Allen, Susan Martin, 

Pat Williams, Darla Dyem 

and I represented GFWC of 

Tennessee at the GFWC 

Board of Directors Meeting 

in Quincy, Massachusetts.  

Can you find us in this 

picture? 
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While we attended required 

meetings for three days, there 

was an outing to the John F. 

Kennedy Presidential Library 

and the Edward M. Kennedy 

Institute for the U.S. Senate.  I 

had never been to a 

presidential library before and 

really enjoyed the history the 

library provided.  We 

watched films on President 

Kennedy’s early life, his 

military years, and his 

presidency.  I was able to 

watch a 12-minute video on 

the Cuban Missile Crisis – I 

had no idea of everything that 

went on behind closed doors.  

And it explained why we had 

all those drills to get under 

our desks at school!   

 

At the Institute for the U.S. 

Senate we each became a 

senator and were able to sit in 

a to-scale replica of the U.S. 

Senate chamber.  We listened 

to arguments on both sides of 

a current issue and then voted.  

Pat discovered that she was 

sitting at the Senator Ted 

Kennedy’s location! 

 

Now we turn our attention on 

Fall Conference October 20-22 

in Franklin.  We will have our 

annual Tennessee LEADS 

training, our business 

meetings, a luncheon speaker 

on Saturday, and our Banquet 

to raise funds for Operation 

Song that evening.  If you 

have not had a chance to learn 

about Operation Song, you 

can go to their website 

Operationsong.org or watch 

an NBC story about them at 

https://www.today.com/video

/operation-song-is-using-

country-music-to-help-

veterans-find-their-rhythm-

949516355827.  Our guest 

speaker is Heather Wagner, 

the first woman to guard the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.   

 

We are opening up our 

banquet to the public, so be 

sure to bring your spouse, 

your children, your friends, 

and pass along the 

information to interested 

groups.   Saturday morning 

will be a USO breakfast in 

which we will hear from a 

local USO representative and 

put together welcome home 

bags for the soldiers along 

with a candy bar shower!  

These are just some of what 

you can expect October 20-

22nd. 

I know you all are equally 

busy getting your club years 

off to a great start and we look 

forward to seeing you and 

working together another 

year to be queens!!!!! 

~Linda~ 

Where in the World does 

GFWC of TN still need to 

visit? 

New Mexico, Wisconsin, 

North Dakota, Oregon, and 

Washington.  Remember to 

take your banner with you 

and help us complete our 

mission!!! 

 

 

GFWC of TN in Rhode Island!  

Thank you, Pat and Darla!

https://www.today.com/video/operation-song-is-using-country-music-to-help-veterans-find-their-rhythm-949516355827
https://www.today.com/video/operation-song-is-using-country-music-to-help-veterans-find-their-rhythm-949516355827
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The Collect 
 

“make us to grow calm, 

serene, gentle.” 

This needs to be my mantra.  

I so badly want to be calm, 

serene, gentle.  I don’t 

know how many of you 

watch the PBS series Call 

The Midwife (I recently 

binge-watched five 

seasons!) in which there is 

a character, Sister Julienne.   

 

She is the head of 

Nonnatus House where 

nuns, midwives, and nurses 

live and take care of the 

community in the late 

1950s and early ‘60s.  The 

London community is a 

poor neighborhood and 

those of Nonnatus House 

ride their bicycles to do 

house calls.  I am utterly 

fascinated with Sister 

Julienne.  No matter what 

happens or what she is 

faced with, she is always 

calm, serene and always 

gentle in her reaction.  She 

cocks her head slightly to 

the side, smiles, and out 

comes the perfect remark, 

comment, or advice. 

These days I feel anything 

but calm and serene and I 

have no one to blame but 

myself!  I love to pretend 

the reasons are not in my 

control, but the truth is I feel 

my life has purpose only if 

my calendar is full.  And the 

more you put on your 

calendar, the more hectic 

your life gets.  I tend to also 

plan my activities down to 

the last minute – I have 

often been heard to say, “I 

have 3 minutes, so I can 

change a load of clothes, 

feed the cat, get a bottle of 

water out of the fridge, and 

address an envelope before 

I have to walk out the door.  

I rarely have any cushion of 

time in case of an 

emergency.   

 

My mother and I battled 

over this continuously.  I 

remember one particular 

time that I was visiting her 

in Iowa and I was going to 

drive her to her eye doctor 

appointment.  She said we 

needed to leave at 10:30.  

At 10:20 I started to put on 

my makeup.  She started 

reminding me about what 

time we had to leave.  I 

reminded her that we had 

10 minutes before we had 

to leave.  At 10:25 she 

angrily announced she was 

going to go get in the car.  I 

was furious!  I was in the 

car at 10:30 when we were 

to leave.  Looking back at 

that whole scene, it actually 

is funny if you knew the two 

of us – we adored each 

other but were two very 

different types.  She was 

always early wherever she 

went, leaving enough time 

for emergencies.  I was 

always on time, never 

leaving enough time for 

emergencies.  We drove 

each other crazy!!!!   

Lately I keep telling myself 

and others that I will slow 

down when … after … you 

fill in the blank.  But that 

day never comes.  In 

looking at my mother and 

me, I realize this is also the 

way we are with club work 

too.  There are some 

members who start 

planning way in advance 

and others that wait until 

the last minute.  Sometimes 

those two types will butt 

heads but we need to 

realize we work best 



together if we can just be 

gentle with each other.   

 

We need the one type 

member who is always 

looking to the future, 

reminding us of deadlines 

and facilitating planning of 

the new year.  We need the 

other type of member who 

doesn’t mind working under 

pressure and are needed 

when our plans are thrown 

a curve ball.  We must learn 

to acknowledge which type 

person we are, trust each 

other, and appreciate the 

gifts we each bring.  What 

doesn’t work is when each 

type of person gets upset 

with the other for being the 

way they are.  And when 

we get upset, we are not 

gentle with one another.  

 So, I will continue to say 

this mantra over and over 

as we head into our second 

year on this journey.  I will 

strive to be more like Sister 

Julienne.  Maybe if I cock 

my head to the side, smile 

calmly, serenity will come 

my way!  Try it with me!!!! 

 

Next month:  “Teach us to 

put into action our better 

impulses, straight forward 

and unafraid.” 

 

The Barn Quilt Square Display is on the Move!!!! 

 

In August our Quilt Square Display was completed and made its first stop in Tullahoma.   

Visitors to the South Jackson Civic Center welcomed the piece.  Next stop will be  Brentwood this 

month.  The display will be at the GFWC of Tennessee Fall Conference and then head to GFWC 

Headquarters in Washington, D.C. where it will be displayed for the months of November and 

December.  We are especially excited because this is when orientation, the Holiday Tea, and other 

events will take place at Headquarters, so it will be viewed by many people from all over the 

country!  Thank you, Susan Lamberth, for your vision; thank you, Robert Lamberth, for your 
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talent and patience putting the display together; and thank you, GFWC of Tennessee clubs for 

helping this dream become a reality!  If your club would like a chance to host the display at your 

club house, your public library, or another place, please get in touch with Susan Lamberth to get 

on the calendar.  Her email is:  nslamberth@comcast.net.  
 

GFWC Texas Assists Victims of Hurricane Harvey 

Since Hurricane Harvey made landfall last Friday, people in Houston, across the Gulf Coast, and around the country 

have come to the aid of those affected by the devastating flooding in southeastern Texas. Many of our own 

clubwomen have been impacted and many are offering assistance. GFWC Texas President Patti Poe says, “I have 

received phone calls and emails from all over the United States from the smallest clubs to state presidents asking 

what they might do to help in Texas.” 

In response to this outpouring of concern, GFWC Texas has established a fund to aid hurricane victims. If you would 

like to support their effort, send monetary donations to: GFWC Texas, 2312 San Gabriel, Austin, TX 78704-5014. 

Please write “Hurricane Harvey” on the memo line of your check. Once flood waters have abated, the funds will be 

used to purchase crucial items such as food, water, clothing, and household necessities for victims.   

Over the last week, we have witnessed incredible acts of generosity as neighbor helps neighbor; as first-responders 

work tirelessly to ensure the safety of residents; and as people across the country reach out in support. Help is still 

required to alleviate immediate needs and assist in long-term rebuilding. President Poe thanks everyone who is 

contributing to these efforts.  

 

Linda Hershey 

GFWC of Tennessee 

lindahersheygfwc@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:nslamberth@comcast.net
https://u3654531.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=9eXHP1PR7PQVD2K3bEZ-2F3vSNlmpKIu1L89DpFLd1TR-2FXWcBTmeLRwi6a7lfhcV3kEGkeMj04Fvqc6G97Ske7OMf6-2BCuWc98zDO-2F22kh8roOjLtAhZuig9l79ttipAeCmeoO3-2B-2BBlBIaAfZxzMI3WmQlquOpoaZqrMwlgJWfe-2BTu-2BPGMSuT7RSH3xEyzlIkCmQhDEy3Wa6if9psgU6Z83gjWwt-2BvKzEnIZ1lldudNfUUp3n44l9nvz3OxRpW3M7Nk12HgssBpRQ151BSHrsmBVA-3D-3D_Q4CtCftnZRFo84ckeGmPOqzEdPjMW0Q6-2F7CaBpi3ZXh13hY4fbK99lFpNt5X6kv4Gi0VgiNRV3ybQ3Cc8OBj1iSEuVfAaD9JSwy0jt2LjpIoYfbxI0mjx2N7R2dn9cGAEgqInyV277cVmfQA1zeeoEXn9Wqj0t1T3f5TBjOrCYTqPEAYep09UVPTj60aUdduKp1nroZuQIpvuJjvfM5LUNv0bWX8Qh8f6du-2Fj4zuOlqggTjFUuz6Kx5EAaF4t-2BtXxOy0Vl3rfmFLajqZXqowDv9jglz4m8Njy6Bi39-2FWBmE2B9Q-2BlJXvQn01h7nbo-2F2GWXn0DtlHnE8vvitRIrmU4g71GQOfxFZrHsSrhTdHnWcMHmvY6jCcL0uYUaWF3-2BsRU1ZFjFkd0nsg3Mrrw3W4j50-2BKeIJOu5y7qv5Vkxhrr8-3D

