
 

 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  

I S S U E :  

President’s Mes-

sage   1,2 

 

Junior Clubs  2 

Crisis Task Force 3 

 

Update on 

Gatlinburg  4 

 

 

International 

Outreach   5 

 

Membership  6  

Barn Quilt  

Project    7 

Club News   7, 8, 9 

 

 

 

GFWC of TN   9 

 

 

G F W C  O F  T E N N E S S E E  

Tennessee Federation News 
F E B R U A R Y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 7  V O L U M N  1 ,  I S S U E  3  

 

 Published 

quarterly 

 Deadlines for 

inclusion: 

 November 1 

 February 1 

 May 1 

 August 1 

 

 

From the President 

 

As I write my message to you all, I know it is not 

Thanksgiving, but I truly feel so blessed and thankful 

to be able to report what amazing things this organi-

zation has accomplished and is working towards.  

Since the last TF News, we built the Christmas tree 

out of books at the Official Residence!  What an 

adventure that was!  Then Lana Robinson, Kendra 

Patty Walker, and I were present for media day.  I 

can’t begin to tell you how many people wanted 

their pictures made in front of our tree.  Mrs. Has-

lam was truly thrilled with our efforts and couldn’t 

believe we were going to leave so many books for 

her Read 20 program.   

Even more interesting was the day we went back to 

take the tree down – it came down a lot faster than 

it went up!  We kept several boxes of books for a 

future book tree; many members were able to take 

boxes of books for other organizations; and we 

were able to leave a mountain of boxes filled with 

books for Mrs. Haslam.  While there, we were also 

able to make pictures and a video of Mrs. Haslam’s 

inauguration dress so that our Tennessee First Lady 

dressmakers would have more information.    

As to our other ongoing projects, we continue to 

work towards our goal of all 50 states with our 

Where in the World is GFWC of Tennessee cam-

paign.  Recently we added Italy and Mexico to the 

list.  I will update the list of states we have had our 

pictures made with the banner and hope that this 

summer during vacation time, we will be able to get 

closer to our goal!  Banners will again be for sale at 

the Spring Convention! 

Several clubs have planted butterfly gardens, and I 

hope that everyone is taking pictures!  My hope is 

that by the end of my administration, GFWC of Ten-

nessee will have been responsible for at least 40!  

Our guest for the Spring Convention is Mary Jo 

Thomas, President of the Southeast Region.  Her 

president’s project is butterfly gardens (how perfect 

is that?) and we will honor her in some way at the 

convention. 

Speaking of the convention, we will be doing things a 

bit differently – I do hope you will enjoy our presen-

tations.  We will be having a couple mini trainings – 

PR and Human Trafficking among others.  While you 

will have already received information about the  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T E N N E S S E E  F E D E R A T I O N  N E W S  

 

PAGE 2 

 
  

(Con’t. from page 1) 

From the Director of Junior Clubs of Tennessee 

 Barn Quilt Bookshelf Project, we will have more information. If 

you have not made your hotel reservation, please do so as 

quickly as possible.  The room block at the Holiday Inn is full, 

but there is a waiting list, so get your name on the list.  Other 

rooms may become available, and you will not want to miss out.  

In the meantime, there are several other hotels in the area. 

Finally, I want to thank all club presidents for sending in their 

Club Rating guides – we received one from every active club in 

the state!  There are going to be some very happy District Presi-

dents, and you have made me extremely proud!  And that is my 

final thought I want to share – I cannot begin to tell you how 

lucky I am and proud each day to have you all as my friends!  I 

am blessed each day I am your president! 

Please, please, let me know if I can be of any help or answer any 

questions or concerns.  Until convention time, 

Linda 

  

Can you believe that it's February already?  This year is 

flying by so quickly.  I am sure that, like me, you have been 

busy making plans for the rest of the year and reflecting 

back on what a wonderful year 2016 was for GFWC of 

TN. We can all breathe a big sigh of relief as we are finally 

finishing our reporting.  I can't wait to find out all the won-

derful things our state has accomplished! 

  

I am looking so forward to our Spring District meetings 

and hope to be able to attend as many as I can. Also, you 

don't want to miss our Spring State Convention April 21-

23 in Murfreesboro.  So make your plans now to attend as 

we want EVERYONE to be a part of celebrating GFWC of 

TN.   We have some exciting things planned that you 

don't want to miss!  Juniors once again will be focusing on 

a project for Advocates for Children, which for the spring, 

will be March of Dimes.  I encourage ALL clubs to partici-

pate in this project, and I'll pass along more information to 

you as it becomes available. 

 

Please know if you ever need anything, just call/email/text 

me.  I’m grateful to be on this wonderful journey with 

each of you, and I'm excited to see where 2017 takes us! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Guidry 

GFWC of TN Director of Jr. Clubs 

amandaguidry2010@yahoo.com  

931-260-1765 

 

callto:931-260-1765
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TENNESSEE FEDERATION NEWS 

Crisis  Outreach Task Force        2016 Report 

Task Force Members: Susan Burkey, Donna Simpson, Sue 

Whittle,  Cathy Maxwell, Amanda Guidry, Rennie Dotson, Pat 

Mingledorff, Barbara Borden, and Jane Wilson. 

  

Each of these ladies was responsible for an area within our state. 

They were tasked with notifying the clubs in their area about a 

disaster and informing the clubs on how they might be able to 

help. 

 

The following are accomplishments of this new GFWC of TN 

project. 

1. We were able to send money for the GFWC Disaster Re-

lief-Library Fund, which was established after Katrina, to our 

national headquarters in Washington, D.C. to honor five 

states who had disasters within their borders: West Virginia 

and Louisiana floods, California wildfires, and hurricanes in 

North and South Carolina.  One of our own members, Su-

san Burkey, wrote a beautiful poem, which was sent with a 

letter expressing our thoughts and prayers to each of these 

GFWC state presidents. 

2. School Bus Crash – Woodmore Elementary in Chattanooga, 

TN.  Through the efforts of the Crisis Team and GFWC 

Valamont President, Susan Martin, Starbucks gift cards were 

gathered and donated to hospital employees, whose round-

the-clock schedules had them caring for the injured chil-

dren. Money was also donated to the Woodmore Fund.   

Kat Miller, along with Susan Martin, also coordinated the 

efforts of ladies in the Silverdale Women’s Correctional 

Facility who made 32 fleece blankets for the children.  And, 

finally, food supplies were donated to the school’s feeding 

program. 

3. Gatlinburg/Sevier County Fires.  Twenty-seven hundred 

homes or businesses were either damaged or destroyed in 

this massive fire.  The Crisis Outreach Task Force team 

went to work contacting their area clubs with a request for 

$25 gift cards from Home Depot, Lowe’s, or Walmart.  The 

cards started pouring in!  The Holston Baptist Association 

Disaster Truck was on site and volunteered to see that our 

gift cards were distributed to the families in need. Some 

clubs chose the option of contributing through other means: 

Red Cross, Dolly Parton Foundation, and matching gifts 

through a bank.  There were even two GFWC Woman’s 

Club of Hendersonville members, Karen Holmes and Rachel 

Collins, who put the need on Facebook early on and collect-

ed money which they turned into food and water for the 

first responders. 

And, finally, our GFWC Manthano president in  

Sevierville,TN., Janie Hearn, took on the task of distributing 

gift cards and money, which came in late in the process. 

GFWC of Alabama sent us a $200 check which Janie used 

to purchase needed items listed in her local newspaper, 

and she saw that needy families received the gift cards. The 

gift cards in the care of the Holston Baptist Association 

Disaster Truck volunteers were distributed to families in 

two homeless shelters, one in Sevierville and one in Knox- 

ville.  All of these families totally lost their homes. 

  

       All together the total raised for the Gatlinburg fires was $4,909 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 
Grand Total of Giving through this project for 2016 

$6,317 

     Barbara Powell, Chair 

Malinda Torbett — assisting with fleece blanket delivery 



  Update on Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge Outreach                    

  The GFWC of Tennessee Crisis Outreach Team did such a wonderful job in distributing all the gift cards to organizations to ben-

efit the victims of the fires (along with club members who individually gave of their time, their gifts, and their talents).   

Janie Hearn, President of GFWC of Manthano Woman’s Club, reported on some of the gifts that she delivered personally from 

GFWC.  It gives us a human face to connect to and to be able to see where your generosity went. 

 Jasime Lawrence and her family (mother, father and three sisters) lost their home to the wildfires.  She accepted our gift of 

$100 in gift cards.  A GFWC Manthano Club member gave her a car on Sunday, January 29, 2017.  She is an employee of Flapjacks 

in Galinburg.  The entire family is living in a camper at a campground in Pigeon Forge. 

 Kris Osburn works at the Melting Pot in Gatlinburg.  Kris, along with his wife and son lost their home in the wildfires.  He 

received $100 in gift cards.  Kris’ parents also lost their home, and Kris received another $100 in gift cards for them. 
 Libby Smith who works at Flapjacks in Gatlinburg also received $100 in gift cards. 

 

We want to personally thank Janie for reaching out to these individuals and sharing their stories with us.  We would also like eve-

ryone to know that she did this while she, herself, was a victim and lost a vacation home but was more concerned with others – 

she has demonstrated the true GFWC spirit! 

 T E N N E S S E E  F E D E R A T I O N  N E W S  
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Help End Slavery and Human Trafficking 

Carole Tidwell from the GFWC Woman’s Club of Hendersonville recently organized a very informative training session from a 

non-profit group in their area, End Slavery Tennessee.   President Linda Hershey and I were lucky enough to attend this eye-

opening session along with other club and community members.  We were heartened to learn that there are sister organizations 

across Tennessee, and throughout the world, helping with this tragic issue.  It is hard to believe that human trafficking and slavery is 

even an issue today, but it is real.  The statistics are staggering - and it is happening in our towns.  Here are two simple ways that 

you can help immediately with this initiative: 

Become more informed by reading the book Girls Like Us: Fighting for a World where Girls Are Not for Sale, an Activist Finds Her 

Calling and Heals Herself by Rachel Lloyd.  Her survivor story is the true tale of her hard-won escape from the commercial 

sex industry and her bold founding of GEMS, New York City’s Girls Education and Mentoring Service, to help countless 

other young girls escape "the life."  

 

 
 

Download the app:  TraffickCam and help fight trafficking by uploading photos of your hotel room.  These photos will be  

used to determine where perpetrators of sex trafficking are committing their crimes.   

 
Alternatively, you can also take pictures of your hotel room and upload them to the website https://traffickcam.com 

 

I hope to see everyone at Spring Convention in Murfreesboro where detailed information on this topic will be available. 

 
 

 

 

          International Outreach                                                                  Kathryn Hopkins, Chair 

TENNESSEE FEDERATION NEWS 
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GFWC of  TN is GAINING!   

No, not weight – we're gaining clubs and members!! 

 

Our goals to expand and gain ten new clubs throughout the state is slowly growing in momentum.  The members of 

the GFWC Jackson Woman's Club have successfully held their second meeting with women in Lexington, and it looks 

like a full-fledged GFWC club will happen soon!   

 

On January 31, ten Memphis residents met with six state members in Memphis to learn about the Federation.  There 

seemed to be a lot of interest, and we are looking for a location for a second meeting to keep the excitement building. 

 

Our next exploratory meeting to discuss the for- mation of another club will be Tuesday February 

28 in Murfreesboro.  There have been quite a few RSVPs on both the Facebook event and the 

Meetup invitation that have been posted in area social media. 

 

GFWC of TN members are encouraged to help the membership team by spreading the word about the new clubs to 

their friends and family who live in each of these towns and in future locations.  Please let Vicki Bechet know when the 

team needs to help. 

Membership 

T E N N E S S E E  F E D E R A T I O N  N E W S  
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Barn Quilt Project                                                                               

 
 

I am so excited to be heading up the Barn Square Quilt project for GFWC of Tennessee.  

A few things have changed since we first announced the project.  The deadline to get your 

club’s barn quilt square to me is now June 1, 2017.   

Remember, 12” x 12” and ¼ or ½ inch thickness.  If you are having a hard time finding 

these squares, let me know, and I can get them through a supplier in Chattanooga.  Places 

to check are Hobby Lobby, Michaels, or woodcraft stores.  The one in my area is Wood-

craft of Chattanooga.  If you Google “Woodcraft” on the Internet, you will see several that 

pop up.   

I would like for anyone who would like to display the bookcase barn quilt in their commu-

nity to send me dates and all pertinent information so that I can put you on the calendar. 

Mail your finished barn quilt square by June 1, 2017, to: 

Susan Lamberth, Chair 

7023 Snow Hill Road 

Ooltewah, TN 37363 

 

 

Club News and Events 

One of GFWC Loudon Woman's Club's annual fundraisers is selling a Christmas or-

nament with a local landmark on it.  The 2016 ornament was a shiny blue glass ball with a 

picture of the Loudon Depot on it and one adorned the U.S. Capitol tree in Washington 

D.C.   This tree was called the "People's Tree" and was decorated with thousands of or-

naments created by Idahoans as the 80 ft. Engelmann spruce was cut down in the Payette 

National Forest, Idaho.  It also was decorated with ornaments it picked up on its many stops 

along the way including Knoxville.  A representative from the Loudon County Visitors 

Bureau was present when the tree stopped in World's Fair Park and she presented them 

with the ornament. 

 

Ossoli Circle Christmas Luncheon 

GFWC of Tennessee 

2017-2018 

Meeting and Convention Dates/Sites 

Annual Spring Convention 

 
April 21-23, 2017 
Holiday Inn  

Murfreesboro, TN 

 

Fall Conference—2017 

Will be in conjunction with another state 

event.  Details to follow later. 

 

Annual Spring Convention 

 
April 20-22, 2018 
General Morgan Inn 

Greeneville, TN 
Room rate:  $124+ 

Some rooms blocked for Thursday night. 



 

Club News and Events 
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Cypress Grove was founded in 1984 and is a nature preserve located in Jackson, Tennessee and created for the 

protection of indigenous wildlife, waterfowl, plants, and trees (City of Jackson Recreation and Parks - Jackson, TN).   

 

Under the “Friends of Cypress Grove” fundraising campaign, started in 2010, Union University and the Jackson 

Woman’s Club, joined to dedicate a new Nature Studies Building.  The building is referred to as a “natural labora-

tory” which includes a classroom and is located inside the Cypress Grove Park in Jackson, Tennessee.  The facility 

will serve to allow participation in wildlife rehab and ecology projects. 

 

 “Cypress Grove Nature Park has been called one of Jackson’s best kept secrets, where people can come out and 

enjoy the outdoors, nature, and wildlife, all just five minutes from downtown,” Mayor Jerry Gist said. “The park is 

visited by more than 10,000 locals, school groups, and tourists annually.” 

 

Pat Mingledorff, who chairs the advisory board of the Recreation and Parks Department and past president of the 

Jackson Woman’s Club, said the dedication of the facility was a culmination of a lot of effort (Thomas, David. 

"Nature Studies Building dedicated at Cypress Grove). 

 Photo credits: 

 C.B. Schmelter of The Jackson Sun  

 Sandy MacDiarmid of Jackson Tennessee Parks and Recreation.  

 

 

 



Recently GFWC’s Ossoli Circle held their annual Leadership Day.  The guest speakers that day were the Honorable Pamela L. 

Reeves, the US Eastern District Judge and Cynthia Moxley who is the CEO of Moxley Carmichael in Knoxville.  Each spoke about 

their jobs and how they became leaders in their fields.  Judge Reeves was introduced by Judge Bruce H. Guyton.  Ms. Moxley is 

well known in Knoxville for her charitable work as President of the Knoxville Symphony and being on many other charitable 

boards.  She is also the CEO of Moxley Carmichael a public relations firm.   

Club News and Events 

Pictured above (L to R) are Guyton, Sue Whittle who is the Vice President of Ossoli 

Circle, Moxley, Reeves, and Sarah Searle who is the President of Ossoli Circle.  

Where in the World is GFWC of Tennessee 

   Donna Simpson and Kim Ward 
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That being said, I have learned 

that we cannot always make 

deadlines. Sometimes events 

occur after the due date, and we 

want to cover them in the news-

letter.  Sometimes articles can-

not be submitted on time be-

cause life happens.  We will al-

ways shoot for having TF News 

out by the 15th, but sometimes, 

it will just have to be the end of 

the month. 

TF News will be sent by email.  We 

realize everyone does not use email, 

so you may request that a hard copy 

be mailed to you.  If you wish to re-

ceive a copy, please send a check for 

$4.00  made out to GFWC of Ten-

nessee to:  Paulette Amsler 

                 P.O. Box 9033 

                 Chattanooga, TN 37412 

All of you are doing wonderful things 

every day, and they need to be shared 

with all of us.  We want to read and 

SEE everything that is going on 

across the state. 

Please send articles and pictures 

about projects you are doing or fun 

events you are hosting.  My email 

address is:  p.amsler@epbfi.com 

Also, please note the due dates are 

November 1, February 1, May 1, and 

August 1.  All information must be 

submitted by those dates to ensure 

inclusion in the Tennessee Federation 

News.  You do not have to wait until 

those dates to submit items.  In fact, 

it is best to send articles as the events 

occur.  That way, you will be sure you 

do not forget to share your news. 

Articles and Pictures Needed 

 

gfwctennessee.com 

 

Tennessee Federation News 

Editor:  Paulette Amsler 

P.O. Box 9033 

Chattanooga, TN 37412 


