


































































































































































































Took the CHALLENGE to make their community a little safer by informing
clubwomen and their families of the dangers of mercury-filled thermometers. As
soon as the word spread, mercury-free thermometers quickly replaced the standard
mercury ones of years gone by. The CHALLENGE went further when clubwomen
purchased 10 mercury-free thermometers and donated them to a local crisis
pregnancy center. Doctors’ offices, prenatal centers, and medical facilities were
challenged to be aware of this danger and Improve their quality of care.

Took the CHALLENGE of improving the lives of “at risk” teens. Club members
donated birthday parties, cakes, and gifts to boys and girls taken into state custody
due to crimes of themselves and/or their families. Pictures were taken of club
members with the child and a picture frame was given to each to help reinforce a
positive sense of self-esteem.

Took the CHALLENGE to improve their communities by improving their local
libraries. Clubwomen joined efforts with other local agencies to raise money to
donate books and furnishings to new and existing libraries. One specific club
coordinated a well-attended fashion show complete with hors devours and discount
shopping. All proceeds went toward their new library specifically books and
furnishings for the children’s section. This same club took an unusual CHALLENGE
by volunteering to provide 5,000 home-baked cookies for the grand opening of
their library. They have given enough to receive local recognition at the new facility
by having their name placed on one of the stepping stones. Children and families
alike will reap the rewards of this project.

Took the CHALLENGE of making the difference in the life of an underprivileged
child through the Unicorn Fund. Over 250 Christmas shoe boxes filled with
approximately $20.00 of toys, clothes, and school supplies were sent to children
in rural mountain areas of Tennessee where they would have received no gifts if
not for these filled shoe boxes. Clubs donated over $500.00 also to the Unicorn
Fund for college scholarships to deserving high school seniors.

GFWC of Tennessee Juniors took each CHALLENGE with pride and dedication.
Hopefully, each CHALLENGE made a significant DIFFERENCE to last a lifetime.

Editor’s Note: Della Gowan has been invaluable to the Tennessee Federation,
serving in any capacity required. Her organizational abilities have been used many
times handling registrations for summer board retreats, conferences, and
conventions. She was always friendly, accommodating, and sparkling with humor.
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GFWC of Tennessee
Directors of Junior Clubs

Mrs. Byron Gerkins, Maryville ..o v
Mrs. Nat . Washburn, Tulahoma ........ccoveerviemeeriiniieireeeeeeeeneanes
Mrs. Edwin Walker, KNOXVIlle .......ooooieeieii s
Mrs, Earl Shahan, Jr., Tullahoma ..o,
Mrs. Ray N. Bradley, MOITistOWN ..i.vceeiieeiiiaeiiieeiicceeerr s sieens
Mrs. R. N. Martin, Jr., Nashville ...
Mrs. Robert L. Badger, Kingston ..........cccovuveenmeceeniiiiciinicnencneicnne
Mrs. Edwin C. O’Leary, Memphis ...........c.cccccceninimiiniinn
Mrs. Thomas L. Hamm, jr., Knoxville .....c..oovveeovieieeiiiees e
Mrs. A. L. Stanley, Madison ........ccccvcceenrieinicnnnieenn e e
Mrs. Robert Proffitt, Maryville .........ccccoovviiinricenenccereee
Mrs. Maynard Higgs, KINgSport .........ccciirrriccciriininiirercenrceesiconenns
Mrs. Robert Hatheway, Tullahoma ........cocoviieniiiiniciiiiiieiee,
Mrs. Jerome Shumate, Tiptonville........ccccoocoonierinninicninnniien.
Mrs. Walter Bussell, Harriman ......ccccoooeeeeiiiniiieniceeeccce e
Mrs. Harold Sutton Jr., Vanleer ......c...coccovoeevviveivivieeeiieeciee e
Mrs. Larry Creekmore, Bolivar..........ciriccrnnencncseniesnns
Mirs. Phillip Allen, Kingston ..........c..ccceviicainecniiee e,
Mrs. Janelle Barker, Johnson City .......coceeiniomcinniciniiiccnneean
Mrs. Timothy Thurston, Maryville ..........ccooevviiiccniiiiicciieen
Mrs. Milan Hill, Tullahoma ........coviveiiiiciirce e
Mrs. Edward Headlee, Loudon ........coceeeiviiieeiiciiieceiiiaaeeeeee e
Mrs. Sam Lewallen, Cookeville ............cc.oovevieviniiiieee e
MrS. TOM LOOSE, BUIMS c.vuvuiiiiiumeiiieriieimeiirieeiieeeervereeresnnessreesresnesraennns
MS. Jane Strate, MOTHIStOWN s s smemnssamsmmissmsrrssssmess
Ms. Carol Reeser, Johnson City .......ccooooviviniinnienniniicccniicene
Mrs. Lee Gowan, Maryville ...

Junior Pledge

1950-1952
1952-1954
1954-1956
1956-1958
1958-1960
1960-1962
1962-1964
1964-1965
1965-1966
1966-1968
1968-1970
1970-1972
1972-1974
1974-1976
1976-1978
1978-1980
1980-1982
1982-1984
1984-1986
1986-1988
1988-1990
1990-1992
1992-1994
1994-1996
1996-1997
1997-2000
2000-2002

| pledge my loyalty to the junior Clubwomen by doing better than ever before
what work | have to do; by being prompt, honest, courteous; by living each day

trying to accomplish something, not merely to exist.

Mrs. Helen C. Kimberly
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1983:

1984:

1985:

1986:

1987:

1988:

1989:

1990:

1991:

1992:

1993:

General:

Junior:

General:

Junior:

General:

Junior:

Ceneral:

Junior:

Ceneral:

Junior:

Ceneral:

Junior:

General:

Junior:

General:

Junior:

General:

Junior:

General:

Junior:

General:

Junior:

Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small
Large
Small

Outstanding Clubs

- Stones River Woman's Club

- Manthano Woman'’s Club

- Kingsport Junior Woman’s Club

- Greeneville Junior Woman'’s Club

- Cookeville Junior Woman’s Club
- Greeneville Junior Woman's Club
- Stones River Woman'’s Club

- Manthano Woman’s Club

- Cookeville Junior Woman'’s Club
- Greeneville Junior Woman’s Club
- Manthano Woman’s Club

- Cookeville Junior Woman's Club

- Chilhowee Woman'’s Club

- Manthano Woman'’s Club

- Johnson City Junior Monday Club
- Greeneville Junior Woman'’s Club
- Valamont Woman’s Club

- Manthano Woman'’s Club

- Johnson City Junior Monday Club
- Greeneville Junior Woman’s Club
- Brandywine Woman’s Club

- Greeneville Junior Woman’s Club
- Brandywine and Valamont Women'’s Club
- Woman'’s Club of Goodlettsville

- Cookeville Junior Woman'’s Club
- Johnson City Junior Monday Club
- Valamont Woman’s Clup

- Erwin Monday Woman'’s Club

- Cookeville Junior Woman’s Club
- Kingsport Junior Woman's Club

- Erwin Monday Woman’s Club

- Brandywine Woman’s Club

- Erwin Monday Woman'’s Club

- Cookeville Junior Woman’s Club
- Greeneville Junior Woman's Club
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1994: General: Large - Stones River Woman's Club
Small - Woman’s Club of Goodlettsville
Junior:  Large - Tullahoma Junior Woman’s Club
Small - Greeneville Junior Woman’s Club
1995: General: Large - Stones River Woman's Club
Small - Erwin Monday Woman'’s Club
Junior:  lLarge -
Small -
1996: General: Large - Chilhowie Woman's Club
Small - Erwin Monday Woman'’s Club
Junior:  Large - Tullahoma and Chilhowie junior Clubs
Small - Johnson City and Greeneville Junior Clubs
1997: General: Large - Brandywine Woman's Club
Small - Erwin Monday Woman’s Club
Junior: Large - Tullahoma Junior Woman’s Club
Small - Johnson City Junior Monday Club
1998: General: Large - Brentwood Woman’s Club
Small - Erwin Monday Woman'’s Club
Junior: Large - Junior Chilhowie Woman’s Club
Small - Johnson City Junior Monday Club
1999: General: Large - Stones River Woman’s Club
Small - Waverly Woman's Club
Junior:  Large - Junior Reading Reading Circle
Small - Johnson City Junior Monday Club
2000: General: Large - Stones River Woman's Club
Small - Bellevue Woman'’s Club
Junior:  large -
Small -
2001: General: Large - Knoxville Woman’s Club
Small - Erwin Monday Woman'’s Club
Junior: Large - Greeneville Junior Woman’s Club
Small - Johnson City Junior Monday Club
2002: General: Large - Knoxville Woman's Club
Small - Erwin Monday Woman'’s Club
Junior:  Large - Greeneville Junior Woman's Club
Small - Dickson Junior Woman's Club

“Outstanding Junior Member Award” - 1972 - 1981

1972:  Mrs. Bill Heron 1977: Barbara Miller
1973: Lena Jo Gardner 1978: Joann Sullivan
1974:  Vicky Burrell 1979: Joan Beaver
1975:  Lucy Hollis 1980: Renee Warren
1976:  Phyllis Willis 1981: Janelle Dunbar
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GENERAL JUNIOR
1982: Mary Love Coley Sharon Boles
1983: Dorothy Thomas Pat Thurston
1984: Phyllis Streiff Sharon McKee
1985: Joan Beaver Anita Bay
1986: Myra Vinson Nancy Headlee
1987: Susan Martin Marcia Malin
1988: Susan Bisig Sherry Falkner
1989: Brenda Hasty Debbie Henry
1990: Irene Hatcher Arlinda Bailey
1991: Susan Williams Debra Brown
1992: Jennie Fentress Cindee Grandy
1993: Jane Tolley Cindy Ayers
1994: Lana Robertson Carol Reeser
1995: Emily Binkley Pam Sweeve
1996: Martha Lester Pam Dagehart
1997: Linda Raley Debbie Grindstaff
1998: Jane Ross Kathy Griffith
1999: Sue Walker Della Gowan
2000: Ann Durall Ann Leatherwood
2001: Kendra Patty Pat Williams
2002: Ann Babin Tona Turpin

“Outstanding Club Woman” Awards - 1982 - 2002

Tribute of Honor Award

The “Tribute of Honor Award” was established in 1990 to show appreciation
for those club members of ten or more years who have demonstrated steadfast
loyalty and dedication in their work for our Federation. Automatic Awardees are
living Past Presidents and Past Directors of Junior Clubs. Individual clubs may
nominate a maximum of five members who have worked in the club, district and/
or state. Commitment is evidenced by attendance at district and state meetings.

Selected recipients receive a plaque engraved with the name of the award,
the year of induction, and the recipients’ name at the Annual Spring Convention.

Only those forms complying with the requirements printed in the State
Handbook are accepted for consideration.
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Tribute of Honor Award Recipients

April 1992

*Helen Heyer
Marion Duggan
*Arta Hall
*Marie Meyer

Mary Norman Keisling

*Martha Anderson
Lou Baker

Patsy Williams
Rubye Dobbins
Isabel Edmands
Mable Westbrook
Angeline Yarbro
Margaret England
Nancy Patton
Emily Binkley

Charlotte Hatheway

Mildred Shumate
Vickie Bussell
JoAnn Sutton
Nancy Creekmore
Carol Allen
Janelle Barker
Pat Thurston
Johnnie Hill
Mary Love Coley
*Maria Collins
Florence Evans
Lib Jackson
Mildred Purdy
Dorothy Skinner
Rebecca Chunn
Dorothy Thomas
*Nann Higgs

April 1993

Joan Beaver
Nancy Headlee
Jane Tolley
Margaret Boyd
fean Crump
Sue Walker

Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.

Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
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April 1994
Nancy Booth

Tana Sowell
Martha Lester
Lottie Whitmore
Mary Ann Whited

April 1995

Karen Lewallen
Sherri Carroll
Fayrene Lloyd
Joan Sams
*Tommy Pate

April 1996
Lena Jo Gardner

lva Hitchcock
*Vesta Goddard
Margaret Colby
Helen Powers

April 1997
Beryl Brown
Robbie Coleman
Ann Durall
Vickie Loose
Susan Martin
*Nina Rice

April 1998
*Elizabeth Barron

Frances Canon
Jo Webb

Gigi Chase
Marilyn Heilman
Jane Brakebill

April 1999
Martha Brown Stromberg

Cynthia Moses
Liew Elien Luttrell

Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.

(52 I =N« A I I

Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.

H U1 N

Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.

NN =

Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.

N WA NN =

Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
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Dist.
Dist. 1
Dist. 2
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April 2000 April 2001

Carol Reeser Dist. 1 Mary Lynn Bales Dist. 1
Margaret Montgomery Dist. 2 Donna Mclean Dist. 8
Ruth Johnson Dist. 1
Frances High Dist. 3 April 2002
Marilyn Miller Dist. 6 None
Lillian Proctor Dist. 2

*deceased

Jennie Morgan Memorial Fund

The Jennie Morgan Memorial Fund for War Veterans was established in 1946
to honor Jennie (Mrs. Wiley) Morgan of Knoxville, who served as state president
during 1935-1938. A resolution adopted during the 1946 convention in Memphis
read: “Resolved: That the TFWC establish a Fund to be known as The Jennie
Morgan Memorial Fund for Veterans’ Hospitals in Tennessee. This fund to be
handled through the treasurer of the TFWC, who will receive and receipt all monies
and pay interest out as directed by the board and recommended by the Jennie
Morgan Memorial Fund Committee. It is contemplated that the fund will eventually
be raised to the amount of $25,000, but it is intended that the interest only is to
be used and at no time is the corpus of the fund to be encroached upon; A Board
of Trustees of three members will be appointed by the State President, the same
to consist of one member from each division of the State (East, West, Middle), and
this committee will administer the funds and direct the handling of the same. It is
the intention that this fund shall be exclusively a fund for the Veterans in the
Tennessee hospitals and is not to be used for any other purpose or diverted to any
other cause.” (The resolution was adopted April 30, 1946.)

In the May 1974 issue of Tennessee Federation News, a letter from Mrs, Karl
Bahret, a member of Ossoli Circle in Knoxville, was printed: “As a tribute to this
past administration [the 1972-1974 administration of Martha (Mrs. T. C.) Anderson],
the sincere, dedicated officers, the efficient hard-working board members, | wish
to donate $1,250 to complete the Jennie Morgan Memorial Fund goal. One of my
dreams in Federation has been to see that this fund reach the goal of $25.000. |
have asked Mrs. Rike, the treasurer, to put in the records that this gift is from
Ossoli Circle.” A note from Lou (Mrs. Robert) Baker, 1974-1976 president, followed
the letter: “Our treasurer has officially notified me that the jennie Morgan Memorial
Fund has reached the goal that was established at the origin of the fund.”

The nearly $4,000 annual interest on this fund allowed the endowment in
1982 of almost $1,000 each to the four Veterans Administration Hospitals in
Tennessee.

Through the years 1982 - 2002, the Fund has grown depending on the interest
rates that fluctuate. Members will remember that $26,000 was placed at 6.75%
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interest through 2004. Funds paid to the four Veteran's Administration Hospitals
in Tennessee for the 2000-2002 GFWC of Tennessee Administration were $892.50
each. Individual clubs supplement this with candy gift wrapped at Christmas,
donations for radios, TVs, toiletries, and many other activities.

Scholarship and Loan Fund

The Scholarship and Loan Fund was established in 1926, during the
administration of Mrs. Flora Myers Gillentine of Murfreesboro. The fund’s goal
was to make higher education available to young women.

Marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Fund in 1951, it was reported
during the state convention that the TFWC had made possible the higher education
of fifty young women and one young man.

In 1941, two scholarships were given to each of two Cherokee Indians. In
1951, a report stated that a $2,000 student loan made by the TFWC in 1947 was
repaid in full, with interest, by Dr. Martha Lovan, who had borrowed the money
to complete her training at the University of Tennessee’s Medical School in
Memphis; she had completed her internship at John Gaston Hospital and set up
practice at Lackey, Kentucky, in 1950. A young teacher, Rosa Schirm, from Laningen,
Germany, was granted a student loan to attend Memphis State University.

The Fund continues to be used for bright students who need financial assistance
for higher education.

In the late 90’s, GFWC of Tennessee decided that only in-state schools could
be used by scholarship students to qualify for funds.

Tennessee Endowment Fund

Leah (Mrs. ). Hugh) Knox, retiring as 1950-1952 state president, suggested
establishment of the Fund. Recognizing the need for financial aid to state officers
and other qualified club members who could not assume the expense involved in
accepting official responsibilities as representatives of TFWC (plus ongoing costs
of travel, postage, secretarial assistance, extension work, strengthening weak clubs,
and encouraging new clubs), she proposed the Fund as a way to further the work
of TFWC. After many months of study of the methods which established similar
funds for other federated clubs, the executive committee on February 29, 1952,
and the state board of directors on April 22, 1952, approved the Fund. It was
approved by the Fifty-sixth Convention, with the stipulation that the fund be called
the “Leah Knox Endowment Fund.” At the insistence of Mrs. Knox, the action was
amended to delete her name; the fund was then named the “Tennessee Federation
Endowment Fund.” A stipulation was that only the interest from the Fund could
be used, with the principal remaining to accrue additional interest.
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During the concluding banquet of the Fifty-sixth Annual Convention, Mrs.
Rollo Emert, president of Tennessee’s Second District, presented the first
contribution to the Fund: $25 in honor of Leah Knox.

During the administration of Jonesboro’s Mrs. Raymond Rosson, 1952-1954,
an honor roll of contributors was initiated for the Tennessee Endowment Fund.

The years between 1982 - 2002 have seen the Endowment Fund grow much
larger with investment funds in excess of $130,000. Income from these funds
depends on interest rates, but other fund raising methods have been developed to
enhance income. Each GFWC of Tennessee Administration has worked hard to
enlarge the fund so that needed Federation expenses would not require increased
membership dues. Notable among the efforts has been “The Golden Book” for
honoring club members and officers.

Mountain Division Work

In 1901, Mrs. Ida Harrison, president of the Kentucky Federation of Women’s
Clubs, addressed the Fifth Annual Convention of TFWC. She talked to the assembled
clubwomen of the work accomplished by the “Moonlight Schools” conducted by
Kentucky clubwomen for disadvantaged children in the mountain areas. Tennessee
women were inspired to start a similar project for their state. Thus the Mountain
Division work began during the administration of Mrs. Charles A. Perkins of Knoxville
(1900-1904), who appointed Miss Margaret Henry as first chairman.

Coincidentally, an urgent call for assistance came at this time from Walker’s
Valley in Tuckaleechee Cove, above Walland, Tennessee. A school was needed,
and established, in Walker’s Valley under the direction of Mrs. Emily Webb and
her son, Frederick. A log cabin was converted into a one-room school and a small
residence was built for the teacher (it is recorded in Washington that this residence/
“teacherage” was the first such facility built in the United States). The Walker’s
Valley School was the first conducted under the direction of the Tennessee
Federation of Women'’s Clubs.

Two more schools were started: one in Green Briar, in Sevier County, and one
in Mt. Dale, in Unicoi County. Then two more were added: one at Elkmont, and
one at Rocky Branch, near Walland.

One of the greatest achievements of the Mountain Division work was during
the administration of Mrs. William B. Fowler of Memphis (1947-1950). The
Hancock County Health Project was established through the TFWC contribution
of $20,000 and substantial appropriations from the state and federal governments.
A hospital was builtin Hancock County in upper East Tennessee to serve that rural
area which had great need of hospital and medical services.

In 1932, the Mountain Division funds began paying part of the salary of a
Public Health nurse in Fentress County and part of the nurse’s salary in Clear Fork
Valley, Claiborne County. A former commissary of the Pruden Coal Company was
transformed into a medical clinic, and the TFWC paid $500 toward the salary of a
dentist who worked in the clinic two days a week.
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During ensuing years, the TFWC has supplied clothing, medical supplies, and
money to assist with school lunches, Mountain Division funds also helped equip
the Clairfield County School, purchasing equipment for the cafeteria and extra
teaching aids, as well as a time-clock for the gymnasium.

Tennessee Federation chose The Mountain Communities Childcare and
Development Center in the early 1970’s. White Oak Day Care Center, a non-
profit organization located in “The heart of Appalachia” in Campbell County, was
in anisolated area surrounded by mountains with narrow roads and 50-75 percent
unemployment. Title 20 Funds were often held up or non-existent and provided
only for 30 children. “Save the Children” matched only 25%. The Center cared for
60 children so money was needed from church groups and clubs.

In 1987, sixty children from infancy to school age were being housed on a
year-round basis. Infant care and health were taught. An outreach program with
four persons who visited 58 families in the area was part of the largest of six such
programs in the country. In addition, 10 to 15 children ages 14 to 21 were employed

" at the center for the summers with tutoring available.

An ongoing adult education program, a Greenhouse, an Emergency Food
Pantry, a drug abuse program that would concentrate on teenage parents were
developed. An old elementary school was leased from the J. M. Haber Lumber
Co. and turned into a Creative Learning Center. The lumber company donated
$12,000 in renovations and Save the Children put in the furnace and painted.

Heifer Project International began with 12 cows, 1 bull, 15 sows, and 2 boars.
As each animal bred offsprings they were given to families and the process
continued. The rekindled interest of the local men led to families starting businesses.
The modest living resulted in a renewed self respect and has helped take people
off welfare.

The most recent Mountain Division endeavor is the “Unicorn Fund,” a non-
profit organization established in 1985 in memory of Patty Melhorn Thomas who
was killed in a car accident on her way to work at the Scott County Department of
Human Services. She worked with abused, neglected, and underprivileged children.
Her parents and husband asked that people, in lieu of flowers, give to the Children’s
Christmas Fund in Scott and Morgan Counties to buy gifts for children at Christmas.
Donations were so large that a fund was established to help children and families
all year long. The name Unicorn was selected because Patti collected unicorns.

Clothes, food, assistance with medicine, needed transportation, utilities bills,
rent and a $500 scholarship to a senior in each high school in the two counties
who want to further their educations are available.

The Fund operates a 2nd Time Around Boutique staffed by volunteers with
proceeds going into the fund. Donations of clothing, books, small household items
are sold at prices the people can afford. The Fund also manages a food pantry with
non-perishable food items. Shoebox gifts for teenagers for Christmas and money
for the scholarships are always welcomed.

The Unicorn Fund receives NO government funding. All funding/help comes
from interested, generous GFWC of Tennessee members,

The “Mountain Division Work” is the oldest committee in our Federation
(1901-2002).
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Nora Johnson Cantrell Student
Poetry Trust

Through many of the early years of the Tennessee Federation, monetary awards
for the poetry contests were donated by Mrs. Nora Johnson Cantrell, Poet Laureate
of the TFWC. Her generosity and support were unstinting.

In the February 1958 issue of the Tennessee Federation News appeared the
notice: “It is with deep regret that we announce the passing at this Christmas
season of Mrs. Nora Johnson Cantrell, the beloved Poet Laureate of the Tennessee
Federation of Women's Clubs for so many years. Through her interest in creative
poetry among Tennessee school children, and through her personal generosity
and her gentle Christmas spirit, her memory will live with us all. We extend
sympathy to her family.”

In 1961, Dempsey Weaver Cantrell established a Poetry Trust as a fitting and
beautiful memorial to his late wife, Nora Johnson Cantrell. The fund provides
poetry awards perpetually for the annual contest among school children of
Tennessee. As stipulated in the endowment, Mrs. Cantrell’s daughter and grandson
— Mrs. Angie Cantrell Merritt and Gilbert S. Merritt, Jr. — and the president of the
Tennessee Federation of Women’s Clubs serve as trustees for the Fund. The
stipulation was part of the Trust Agreement signed in Nashville on February 9,
1961, when thirty-six shares of Standard Oil stock were donated to TFWC to
endow the Fund; coupons are clipped each year for the Poetry Award Fund.

State President’s Pin

During the TFWC presidency of Patsy (Mrs. Bill) Williams, 1976-1978, the
clubs of Newport had a special pin designed and made to honor her, using the
official state president’s pin as the center and including eight pink Tennessee pearls.

Patsy Williams generously gave the pin to the state for future presentation to
retiring presidents, although the pin was a personal gift. It was passed to Rubye
(Mrs. Hamlett R.) Dobbins and then to Isabel (Mrs. Donald N.) Edmands at the
beginning of their respective administrations. This year it was passed from Mrs.
Edmands to the new state president, Mable (Mrs. John) Westbrook, continuing a
tradition of generosity and respect for our presidents.

Each State President has followed this tradition for the administrations listed
in this volume “1982-2002.”
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Tennessee Federation News

Leah {Mrs. ). Hugh) Knox, TFWC president during 1950-1952, initiated the
Tennessee Federation News newsletter for club members as a means of
communicating to clubs across the state and presenting major features of state
and national programs. Each president (elected from the state’s three divisions)
appoints her own editor for the two-year administration; President Isabel Edmands
created the position of business manager for the newsletter in 1980 to handle the
added responsibility of advertising, plus subscriptions and distribution.

The News’ predecessor was the Tennessee Clubwoman, a magazine which
served essentially the same function as the current newsletter. Firm facts concerning
the life of the earlier magazine have not come to light, but reference to it by
TFWC Historian Leah Knox reveals that it was published in the 1920s and continued
through the 1930s; probably publication was suspended during World War [I (the
state convention was also cancelled in 1945, due to that war).

The TF News, as it is called at this writing (2002), has become a periodical
magazine that showcases Federation activities. Various committee and department
chairmen relay ideas, methods, and “happenings” for clubs and individual
members. Clubs are invited to report successful programs and projects and provide
pictures of club members in these activities. It has become a vital source for
communication among the CFWC of Tennessee members.

The Charter of the
Tennessee Federation of Women’s Clubs

The charter of incorporation was granted September 23, 1915, to Mrs. George
W. Denny, Mrs. Mary Giles Howard, Mrs. W. S. Harkness, Mrs. T. P Miller, Mrs.
Lula T. Reese, Mrs. Clarence Crege.

The purpose for which the charter was granted were: To form an organization
of the clubwomen of the State of Tennessee for literary, social and similar objects,
such as the eradication of illiteracy throughout the state; the furtherance of an
interest in painting, music and the fine arts; the dissemination of the ideas of
social welfare; the promotion of higher education for women; and the betterment
of the general welfare of the people of the state.

Clubwoman, Yearbook Issue,
November, 1933
Mrs. Arch Trawick, President
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Official Pledge of
The Tennessee Federation of Women’s Clubs:

“We pledge ourselves to use our united strength to make better homes, better
schools, better surroundings, better scholarship and better lives to work together for
civic health and civic righteousness; to preserve our heritage — the forests, the
natural beauties of the land; to procure for our children an education which fits
them for life — the training of the hand and the heart as well as the head; to protect
the children of our own who are deprived of the birthright of natural childhood; to
obtain right conditions and proper safeguards for the women who toil.”
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GFWC of Tennessee Presidents

* Mrs. W. C. Beard, Memphis ..o 1896-1900
* Mrs. Charles A. Perkins, Knoxville ......ccoooovvivvviiineneeieeeeieeeeeeeeee. 1900-1904
* Mrs. A. S. Buchanan, Memphis .......cccccooiiiiniinnnennininnceniinees 1904-1906
* Mrs. Benton McMillan, Nashville .....oooooorviviieeiiiiiiiiiiieeieiieeenen 1906-1908
* Mrs. James McCormack, Memphis ..........ccoovvvvviveiiniriviieenerene 1908-1910
* Mrs. L. Crozier French, Knoxville ......ccceiveeeeiiciiiieiciien e, 1910-1912
* Mrs. A. B. Cook, Nashville .........coccoovvviiviiiiirinriee e 1912-1913
* Mrs. George W. Denny, Knoxville ..........ccccccovcniinninniicnniinnne 1913-1917
* Mrs. Alex Caldwell, Nashville ........cocoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiieeccee e 1917-1919
* Mrs. A. S. Buchanan, Memphis ........ccccccovrivionmiiiieeeccereeeeeeene e 1919-1920
* Mrs. Alex Caldwell, Nashville .............cococoieenininnieen, Feb. to May-1920
* Mrs. Clarence Steward, Chattan0o0ga «........cccvvrvcrmnieeeriieniesieninecanns 1920-1923
% wirs. ‘Ceorge Washingtan, ‘Cedar Hill souwssmssmsmsvssmssssssn s 1923-1924
* Mrs. Flora Myers Gillentine, Murfreesboro ........co.eeceeniienieeen. 1924-1927
* Mrs. Edith O'Keefe Susong, Greeneville............ccovniiinneniiciennn. 1927-1929
* Mrs. Eldran Rogers, Memphis .........ccooviiecniiiiiiiiiiicicicccace 1929-1931
* Mrs. Arch Trawick, Nashville.............occoovvviiceniiiieeiiiiiccceiiee e 1931-1935
* Mrs. Wiley Morgan, Knoxville ... 1935-1938
* Mrs. E. W. Hale, Whitehaven ........ccccoovvviviviceiiveeniiicieeccec e 1938-1941
* Mrs. S. W. Duggan, Knoxville ......c.cccocoviiiiiininoncncecn e 1941-1944
¥ Mg, Walter Stamiper, CRatlanouga s e 1944-1947
* Mrs. William B. Fowler, Memphis .........ccccocooiiiiininnnnnnnnienas 1947-1950
* Mrs. ). Hugh Knox, Nashville ..., 1950-1952
* Mrs. Raymond Rosson, Jonesborough ...........cceveeieiinieiiccnniinnnncns 1952-1954
* Mrs. Carl Heyer, Memphis ...........ccocviiniiiiiiccciee 1954-1956
* Mrs. Elmore Godfrey, Ir., Knoxville .........cccooveniivinieiiieen i 1956-1958
* Mrs. Ben O. Duggan, Chattan00ga .........ceeerveciciiiicicicanvenaenennes 1958-1960
* Mrs. Jones W. Ross, Sr., GermantoOwWn .......ccoecoovvveiiiieriireerennnnsesnnnss 1960-1962
* Mrs. Cedrick Hunt, Nashville..........ooovvieviiiiiiniiiiiiiiieieeeee e, 1962-1964
* Mrs, Ben A, Hall, Athens ....oooeoeiieeeeeereee et 1964-1966
* Mrs. David Meyer, Memphis ..o 1966-1968
* MiS: | Ke Kelsling, Spati s sooessmmmsnmes s s 1968-197Q
* Mrs. Lee Waddey, Chattanooga .........cc.cccceeriiivniniiniccnninneninn 1970-1972
* Mrs. Thomas C. Anderson, TOONE .........coeeiceieiiiiiiieeeceeerecieneeesnns 1972-1974
Mrs. Robert F. Baker, SParta ..........coccoceeeimninmeniseniccceeeeesiens 1974-1976
Mis. Bill G. Williams, NEWPOTt s s s 1976-1978
Mrs. Hamlett R. Dobbins, Arlington..........cccccceiiniiiniiicien, 1978-1980
Mrs. Donald N, Edmands, Nashville ..............cooovecciiiiiiiiiniccenee. 1980-1982
Mrs. Mable Westbrook, Lenoir City ........ccovecevicaiiconmcnniicnnniene 1982-1984
Mg, |. T. Yarbo, TigloVille wmmsammommmssenmsssssmisarems 1984-1986
Mrs, Frank E. England, Sr., Sparta ... 1986-1988
Mrs, Harte R. Thomas, Sr., Memphis ........cccccoenriieiiiinniiice e, 1988-1990
Mrs. James M. Beaver, Chattanooga ............................................. 1990-1992
Ms. Sherri Gay Carroll, Nashville ...........cccccooeeiiececicieir e, 1992-1994
Mrs. Tim Thurston, Maryville.............cccooerniinniiniiinnieeneee 1994-1996
Mrs. Kenneth Walker, Knoxville ............ccocooveiiiiiiiiiiiiciee. 1996-1998
Mrs. David Binkley, Goodlettsville ..........c..covvimrireneirieciiieeniirnens 1998-2000
Mrs. Neil Martin, Chattanooga ...........cccccocccimmmrvnnnnininnicnnns 2000-2002
* Deceased



Tennessee Conventions

Memphis s 1897
Chattanooga .........ccceeeruiveinnene. 1898
Maryville ......ccoovvveiiinnniiinnn. 1899
Mettphls scmosemsassons 1900
Harmiman ..svessasssmsimssssimsiis 1901
Knoxville ......cooveeerenirecccennene. 1902
Johnson City ....coccovvvrcrcrniiiennen 1903
Chattanooga .......c.cccevveveveneernrnas 1904
MEMPIS. cuvussaseiviessuim i cosiwenss 1905
Nashville .......cccovrnerinncrinnnes 1906
Jackson ...ooveeviiieneeee 1907
PAFIS sooommesmsmsnssmsmmmsemssnmassanemssns 1908
Nashville . sisnmmsmmamns 1909
Chattanooga ......c..ccceeveeucrvennncnn 1910
Memphis ......cccoiriiiiiiicninenn, 1911
SEWANCE .cusrees snsenssmmsonsaissmssasss 1912
NACTAPIS .05 0 s v sonimms o i 1913
Pulaski ....couveveemconenreccnnicnnnne 1914
Morristown .......ccoeevivnniiiiencinnns 1915
ChattanoOga. «osswsmssssssemmsssoesss 1916
Tullahoma.....c.cccevereencererecicnnenee 1917
JACKSON e 1918
W U] 17| ————————— 1919
Knoxville .....ccccovvveeevmiiiriencnanns 1920
LMU e 1921
8% 1 N — 1922
17117 R ——— 1923
Clarksville .......coooveveeneevcencnerennn 1924
Memphis .....cccoonireciiieininnnne 1925
Johngon ity suwmsermsmumpmmmssons 1930
Chattanoogs wamsmmrsasmssmons 1931
Monteagle ........ccoeeeeiiicincnnns 1932
Nashville .....ccccovivireinienennnn. 1933
Jackson .......ccoveriniineniniine 1934
| G5 (cx || J———————————— 1935
Memphis ..o e swstenemiissenersines 1936
Chattanooga ...........covveiriennn 1937
Nashville .....cocecveininniiiincnnenn. 1938
JohrSon: Sty wewssmssmsssssesonsmsnss 1939
Memphis ......ccooerienrniiinnee 1940
Knoxville ....cooovecnrencniireninnne 1941
Bristol ..c.veivivinnersiiicnceeereeenen 1942
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T 1] | ——————————— 1943
Chattanooga ..........ccorueevervenenes 1944
1945 cancelled due to war
MERPhIS isocemmsncepmmmmmoms 1946
[N U517 | ———————————— 1947
Knoxville ......cccoereieeenieccneene. 1948
Johnson City .....cccovvvivencivisnnnnn 1949
1T 1] o] [ ————— 1950
Chattanooga . swssssssswmsssssavnsss 1951
Nashville ......ccoocevviniinvinnniens 1952
Memphis ........cooriviieiiiiiinnnn, 1953
(1117101 SRR ————— 1954
Nashiville .. ssssiamnas 1955
Memphis .....ccccoirvnininininnenne 1956
CHatAMOORE oo o 1957
Gathinburg vuossemsesisosmersenns 1958
Knoxville .. i 1959
Nashville .....c.cccoviireerericnnnnnnns 1960
Memphis ......ccccinreeniiinnniniinne 1961
Chattanooga ........c.ceveiucncevinenne 1962
Nashvifle ...c.cccoerervnviennencnnene. 1963
Memphis ......cocvieriniiniiiiinne 1964
Gatlinburg swsnmomssssmansras 1965
Nashville ....cceoviiiinvniniininnne 1966
JaCKSON .o 1967
GathirDURE wosmmeussemmmsronms 1968
o2 1 {1 7] L ————————— 1969
Memphis .....coeriiiecniiiiiniiaens 1970
Chattanooga ........cccoccvuvrenecrenen. 1971
Nashville .....ccooevvimreenercricnrcenenns 1972
Memiphis sssesmmmmssmasss 1973
Knoxville .......cceociecveinennnnnnne. 1974
Nashville .......ccccoevveveninneninse. 1975
=117 J————— 1976
ChattaNOoga «.umssuswmmsssroans 1977
Nashville .......cc.ccvvnnvininiennnnne 1978
Memphis ......cocovvrveneiierenne 1979
i (e3 e, || ———— 1980
L 117 S ————E R 1981
Memphis ......cocccviviinniiienennnn. 1982
Gatlinburg ........ccooeviininninnes 1983
i1 1 ———————— 1984



%[00 (|- R——————— 1985
Knoxville ......c.ccovveemiiinirnnes 1986
Nashville ..., 1987
Memphis ....cconiciininniinninn, 1988
[ 707011 6] J————— 1989
Nashville .......ccooervnrviiiniinn 1990
Memphis ..o 1991
ChatamosH e oaramn 1992
NEEIVIIE wosmvsesmmmmmmonnes s 1993
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% 1= 231 ][ JRRO————— 1994
Knoxville .....ccoovevmiveeriieniencens 1995
Nashville ..o 1996
Memphis .......c.oconieiiiciiiannnn 1997
I[o] 4556 1€ 1o SNR———————— 1998
Nashville ......cc.cccceniromcenniienns 1999
Memphis ......ococnmiiiiininiinn, 2000
Chattanooga ..........cccmreeriecnenn 2001
il 1371 — 2002



GFWC Insignia

The band encircling the center signifies eternity. The crusaders shield emerging
from the darkened world signifies enlightment. The enameled colors are the colors
of our country. The red implies courage; the white, purity; the blue, constancy.
The embossed letters GFWC stand for General Federation of Women’s Clubs. The
phrase — Unity in Diversity — is the motto of the Federation.
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A Collect for Club Women

Keep us, oh God, from pettiness;
Let us be large in thought, in word, in deed.

Let us be done with fault-finding
And leave off self-seeking.

May we put away all pretense
And meet each other face to face.
Without self-pity and without prejudice.

May we never be hasty in judgment
and always be generous.

Let us take time for all things;
Make us to grow calm, serene, gentle.

Teach us to put into action our better impulses,
straightforward and unafraid.

Grant that we may realize it is
The little things that create differences.
That in the big things of life we are as one.

And may we strive to touch and to know
The great, common human heart of us all,
And, oh Lord God, let us forget not

To be kind!”

Mary Stewart

a1
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