













































































































































































































































































Tennessee Junior Directors

Mrs. Byron Gerkins, Maryville. . .. .. ............ 1950-1952
Mrs.Natl. Washburn, Tullahoma ... ............ 1952-1954
Mrs. Edwin Walker,Knoxville . . ... ............. 1954-1956
Mrs. Earl Shahan, Jr., Tullahoma . ............... 1956-1958
Mrs. Ray N. Bradley, Morristown. . .. ............ 1958-1960
Mrs.R. N. Martin, Jr.,Nashville .. ............... 1960-1962
Mrs. RobertL. Badger,Kingston .. .............. 1962-1964
Mrs. EdwinC. O'Leary,Memphis. ... .. .......... 1964-1965
Mrs. ThomasL. Hamm, jr.,Knoxville . . ... ........ 1965-1966
Mrs. A.L. Stanley,Madison. . .. ................ 1966-1968
Mrs. Robert Proffitt, Maryville. . .. .............. 1968-1970
Mrs. Maynard Higgs, Kingsport .. .............. 1970-1972
Mrs. Robert Hatheway, Tullahoma .............. 1972-1974
Mrs. Jerome Shumate, Tiptonville . . . ... ......... 1974-1976
Mrs. Waiter Bussell, Harriman ................. 1976-1978
Mrs. Harold Sutton, Jr.Vanleer .. ............... 1978-1980
Mrs. LarryCreekmore,Bolivar. . . ............... 1980-1982

Jennie Morgan Memorial Fund

he Jennie Morgan Memorial Fund for War Veterans was

established In 1946 to honor jennie (Mrs. Wiley) Morgan of
Knoxville, who served as state president during 1935-1938. A
resolution adopted during the 1946 convention in Memphis
read: ''‘Resolved: That the TFWC establish a Fund to be known as
The Jennie Morgan Memorial Fund for Veterans' Hospitals in
Tennessee. This fund to be handled through the treasurer of the
TFWC, who will receive and receipt all monies and pay interest
out as directed by the board and recommended by the jennie
Morgan Memorial Fund Commiittee. It is contemplated that the
fund will eventually be raised to the amount of $25,000, but it
is intended that the interest only is to be used and at no time is
the corpus of the fund to be encroached upon; A Board of
Trustees of three members will be appointed by the State Presi-
dent, the same to consist of one member from each division of
the State (East, West, Middle), and this committee will ad-
minister the funds and direct the handling of the same. It is the
intention that this fund shall be exclusively a fund for the
Veterans in the Tennessee hospitals and is not to be used for
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any other purpose or diverted to any other cause.” (The resolu-
tion was adopted April 30, 1946.)

In the May 1974 issue of Tennessee Federation News, a letter
from Mrs. Karl Bahret, a member of Ossoli Circle in Knoxville,
was printed: “As a tribute to this past administration [the
1972-1974 administration of Martha (Mrs. T. C.) Anderson], the
sincere, dedicated officers, the efficient hard-working board
members, | wish to donate $1,250 to complete the Jennie
Morgan Memorial Fund goal. One of my dreams in Federation
has been to see that this fund reach the goal of $25,000. | have
asked Mrs. Rike, the treasurer, to put in the records that this
gift is from Ossoli Circle.” A note from Lou (Mrs. Robert) Baker,
1974-1976 president, followed the letter: “Our treasurer has
officiaily notified me that the Jennie Morgan Memorial Fund has
reached the goal that was established at the origin of the fund.”

The nearly $4,000 annual interest on this fund allowed the
endowment in 1982 of aimost $1,000 each to the four Veterans’
Administration Hospitals in Tennessee.

Scholarship and Loan Fund

he Scholarship and Loan Fund was established in 1926,

during the administration of Mrs. Flora Myers Gillentine of
Murfreesboro. The fund’s goal was to make higher education
available to young women.

Marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Fund in 1951, it
was reported during the state convention that the TFWC had
made possible the higher education of fifty young women and
one young man.

In 1941, two scholarships were given to each of two
Cherokee Indians. In 1951, a report stated that a $2,000 stu-
dent loan made by the TFWC in 1947 was repaid in full, with in-
terest, by Dr. Martha Lovan, who had borrowed the money to
complete her training at the University of Tennessee’s Medical
School in Memphis; she had completed her internship at John
Gaston Hospital and set up practice at Lackey, Kentucky, in
1950. A young teacher, Rosa Schirm, from Laningen, Germany,
was granted a student loan to attend Memphis State University.

The Fund continues to be used for bright students who need
financial assistance for higher education.
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Tennessee Endowment Fund

eah (Mrs. J. Hugh) Knox, retiring as 1950-1952 state presl-

dent, suggested establishment of the Fund. Recognizing
the need for financial aid to state officers and other qualified
- club members who could not assume the expense involved in
accepting official responsibilities as representatives of TFWC
(plus ongoing costs of travel, postage, secretarial assistance,
extension work, strengthening weak clubs, and encouraging
new clubs), she proposed the Fund as a way to further the work
of TFWC. After many months of study of the methods which
established similar funds for other federated clubs, the ex-
ecutive committee on February 29, 1952, and the state board of
directors on April 22, 1952, approved the Fund. It was approved
by the Fifty-sixth Convention, with the stipulation that the fund
be called the “Leah Knox Endowment Fund."” At the insistence
of Mrs. Knox, the action was amended to delete her name; the
fund was then named the “Tennessee Federation Endowment
Fund.” A stipulation was that only the interest from the Fund
could be used, with the principal remaining to accrue additional
interest.

During the concluding banquet of the Fifty-sixth Annual Con-
vention, Mrs. Rollo Emert, president of Tennessee's Second
District, presented the first contribution to the Fund: $25 In
honor of Leah Knox.

During the administration of Jonesboro's Mrs. Raymond
Rosson, 1952-1954, an honor roll of contributors was initiated
for the Tennessee Endowment Fund.

Mountain Division Work

n 1901, Mrs. Ida Harrison, president of the Kentucky Federa-
ltlon of Women's Clubs, addressed the Fifth Annual Conven-
tion of TFWC, She talked to the assembled clubwomen of the
work accompiished by the “Moonlight Schools’ conducted by
Kentucky clubwomen for disadvantaged chiidren in the moun-
tain areas. Tennessee women were inspired to start a simiiar
project for their state. Thus the Mountain Division work began
during the administration of Mrs. Charles A. Perkins of Knox-
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ville (1900-1904), who appointed Miss Margaret Henry as first
chairman.

Coincidentally, an urgent call for assistance came at this time
from Walker's Valley in Tuckaleechee Cove, above Walland,
Tennessee. A school was needed, and established, in Walker's
Valley under the direction of Mrs. Emily Webb and her son,
Frederick. A log cabin was converted into a one-room school
and a small residence was built for the teacher (it is recorded in
Washington that this residence/"‘teacherage” was the first
such facility built in the United States). The Walker’s Valley
School was the first conducted under the direction of the Ten-
nessee Federation of Women's Clubs.

Two more schools were started: one in Green Briar, in Sevier
County, and one in Mt. Dale, in Unicoi County. Then two more
were added: one at Elkmont, and one at Rocky Branch, near
Walland.

One of the greatest achievements of the Mountain Division
work was during the administration of Mrs. William B. Fowler of
Memphis (1947-1950). The Hancock County Health Project was
established through the TFWC contribution of $20,000 and
substantial appropriations from the state and federal govern-
ments. A hospital was built in Hancock County in upper East
Tennessee to serve that rural area which had great need of
hospital and medical services.

In 1932, the Mountain Division funds began paying part of
the salary of a Public Health nurse in Fentress County and part
of the nurse’s salary in Clear Fork Valley, Claiborne County. A
former commissary of the Pruden Coal Company was transform-
ed into a medical clinic, and the TFWC paid $500 toward the
salary of a dentist who worked in the clinic two days a week.

During ensuing years, the TFWC has supplied clothing,
medical supplies, and money to assist with school lunches.
Mountain Division funds also helped equip the Clairfield County
School, purchasing equipment for the cafeteria and extra
teaching aids, as well as a time-clock for the gymnasium.
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Nora Johnson Cantrell Student
Poetry Trust

hrough many of the early years of the Tennessee Federa-

tion, monetary awards for the poetry contests were
donated by Mrs. Nora Johnson Cantrell, Poet Laureate of the
TFWC. Her generosity and support were unstinting.

In the February 1958 issue of the Tennessee Federation News
appeared the notice: *It is with deep regret that we announce
the passing at this Christmas season of Mrs. Nora Johnson Can-
trell, the beloved Poet Laureate of the Tennessee Federation of
Women’s Clubs for so many years. Through her interest in
creative poetry among Tennessee school children, and through
her personal generosity and her gentle Christmas spirit, her
memory will live with us all. We extend sympathy to her
family.”

In 1961, Dempsey Weaver Cantrell established a Poetry Trust
as a fitting and beautiful memorial to his late wife, Nora Johnson
Cantrell. The fund provides poetry awards perpetually for the
annual contest among school children of Tennessee. As
stipulated in the endowment, Mrs. Cantrell's daughter and
grandson—Mrs. Angie Cantrell Merritt and Gilbert S. Merritt,
Jr.—and the president of the Tennessee Federation of Women'’s
Clubs serve as trustees for the Fund. The stipulation was part of
the Trust Agreement signed in Nashville on February 9, 1961,
when thirty-six shares of Standard Qil stock were donated to
TFWC to endow the Fund; coupons are clipped each year for the
Poetry Award Fund.

State President’s Pin

uring the TFWC presidency of Patsy (Mrs. Bill) Williams,

1976-1978, the clubs of Newport had a special pin design-

ed and made to honor her, using the official state president’s
pin as the center and including eight pink Tennessee pearls.

Patsy Williams generously gave the pin to the state for future

presentation to retiring presidents, although the pin was a per-

sonal gift. It was passed to Rubye (Mrs. Hamlett R.) Dobbins and
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then to Isabel (Mrs. Donald N.) Edmands at the beginning of
their respective administrations. This year it was passed from
Mrs. Edmands to the new state president, Mabel (Mrs. John)
Westbrook, continuing a tradition of generosity and respect for
our presidents.

Tennessee Federation News

eah (Mrs. }J. Hugh) Knox, TFWC president during
l., 1950-1952, initiated the Tennessee Federation News news-
letter for club members as a means of communicating to clubs
across the state and presenting major features of state and na-
tional programs. Each president (elected from the state’s three
divisions) appoints her own editor for the two-year administra-
tion; President Isabel Edmands created the position of business
manager for the newsletter in 1980 to handle the added respon-
sibility of advertising, plus subscriptions and distribution.

The News predecessor was the Tennessee Clubwoman, a
magazine which served essentially the same function as the
current newsletter. Firm facts concerning the life of the earlier
magazine have not come to light, but reference to it by TFWC
Historian Leah Knox reveals that it was published in the 1920s
and continued through the 1930s; probably publication was
suspended during World War Il (the state convention was also
cancelled in 1945, due to that war).
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The Charter of the
Tennessee Federation of Women's Clubs

The charter of incorporation was granted September 23, 1915,
to Mrs. George W. Denny, Mrs. Mary Giles Howard, Mrs. W. S.
Harkness, Mrs. T. P. Miller, Mrs. Lula T. Reese, Mrs. Clarence
Crege.

The purpose for which the charter was granted were: To form
an organization of the clubwomen of the State of Tennessee for
literary, social and similar objects, such as the eradication of il-
literacy throughout the state; the furtherance of an interest in
painting, music and the fine arts; the dissemination of the ideas
of social welfare; the promotion of higher education for women;
and the betterment of the general welfare of the people of the
state,

Clubwoman, Yearbook Issue,
November, 1933
Mrs. Arch Trawick, President

Official Pledge of
The Tennessee Federation of Women'’s Clubs:

“We pledge ourselves to use our united strength to make bet-
ter homes, better schools, better surroundings, better scholar-
ship and better lives to work together for civic health and civic
righteousness; to. preserve our heritage — the forests, the
natural beauties of the land; to procure for our children an educa-
tion which fits them for life — the training of the hand and the
heart as well as the head; to protect the children of our own who
are deprived of the birthright of natural childhood; to obtain
right conditions and proper safeguards for the women who toil.”
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Tennessee Presidents

*Mrs. W.C.Beard, Memphis................... 1896-1900
*Mrs. Charles A, Perkins, Knoxville . . . ........... 1900-1904
*Mrs. A. S. Buchanan, Memphis . ............... 1904-1906
*Mrs. Benton McMillan, Nashville . . . ... ......... 1906-1908
*Mrs. James McCormack, Memphis. . . ....... .. .. 1908-1910
*Mrs. L. Crozier French,Knoxville . . . . .. ... ... .. 1910-1912
*Mrs.A.B.Cook,Nashville. . . ................. 1912-1913
*Mrs.GeorgeW.Denny . . .......... .. .. .. ... 1913-1917
*Mrs. Alex Caldwell,Nashville .. ... ............ 1917-1919
*Mrs. A.S. Buchanan, Memphis . ............... 1919-1920
*Mrs. Alex Caldwell, Nashville . ........... Feb. to May-1920
*Mrs. Clarence Steward, Chattanooga . .......... 1920-1923
*Mrs. George Washington, CedarHill . . . .. ....... 1923-1924
*Mrs, Flora Myers Glllentine, Murfreesboro .. ... .. 1924-1927
*Mrs. Edith O'Keefe Susong, Greeneville ... ... ... 1927-1929
*Mrs. EldranRogers,Memphis . ... ............. 1929-1931
*Mrs. Arch Trawick,Nashville. . . .. ........... .. 1931-1935
*Mrs. Wiley Morgan, Knoxville . .. .............. 1935-1938
*Mrs. E. W. Hale, Whitehaven . . . . .. ............ 1938-1941
*Mrs.S. W.Duggan,Knoxville .. ............... 1941-1944
*Mrs. Walter Stamper, Chattanooga. . . .. ........ 1944-1947
*Mrs. William B, Fowler, Memphis ... ......... .. 1947-1950
Mrs.]. Hugh Knox, Nashville . . . .. ............. 1950-1952
*Mrs. Raymond Rosson, jonesboro. . . .. .. ... .... 1952-1954
Mrs.CarlHeyer,Memphis. . .. ................ 1954-1956
Mrs. Elmore Godfrey, Knoxville. . . . .. .......... 1956-1958
Mrs. Ben O. Duggan, Chattanooga . .. .......... 1958-1960
*Mrs. Jones W. Ross, Sr., Germantown . ... ....... 1960-1962
*Mrs. Cedrick Hunt,Nashville. . . ............... 1962-1964
Mrs.BenA.Hall,Athens . .. .................. 1964-1966
Mrs. DavidMeyer,Memphis . ... .............. 1966-1968
Mrs.]. K. Keisling,Sparta . . .................. 1968-1970
Mrs. Lee Waddey, Chattanooga . .. ............ 1970-1972
Mrs. Thomas C. Anderson,Toone . . ... ......... 1972-1974
Mrs. RobertF.Baker,Sparta .. ................ 1974-1976
Mrs. Bill G. Williams, Newport .. .............. 1976-1978
Mrs. Hamlett R. Dobbins, Arlington ... ......... 1978-1980
Mrs. DonaldN. Edmands, Nashville. . . ... .. ..... 1980-1982
*Deceased
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Tennessee Conventions

Memphis . .......... 1897
Chattanooga ........ 1898
Maryville . .......... 1899
Memphis . .......... 1900
Harriman ........... 1901
Knoxville . .. ........ 1902
JohnsonCity ........ 1903
Chattanooga . ....... 1904
Memphis ... ........ 1905
Nashville .. ......... 1906
Jackson . ........... 1907
Paris .............. 1908
Nashville . ... ... .... 1909
Chattanocoga . ....... 1910
Memphis . .......... 1911
Sewanee ........... 1912
Memphis . .......... 1913
Pulaski............. 1914
Morristown . ..... ... 1915
Chattanocoga . ....... 1916
Tullahoma . ......... 1917
Jackson ............ 1918
Nashville . . ... ...... 1919
Knoxville . . ......... 1920
IMU............... 1921
Dyersburg . ......... 1922
Bristol ............. 1923
Clarksville . ... ...... 1924
Memphis .. ......... 1925
Johnson City ........ 1930
Chattanooga ........ 1931
Monteagle . . ... ... .. 1932
Nashville . .. ........ 1933
Jackson ............ 1934
Knoxville . .. ........ 1935
Memphis . .......... 1936
Chattanooga ........ 1937
Nashville . . ......... 1938
JohnsonCity ........ 1939
Memphis . .......... 1940
Knoxville ... ........ 1941
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Bristol ............. 1942
Nashville .. ......... 1943
Chattanooga ........ 1944
1945 cancelled due to war

Memphis . .......... 1946
Nashville . . ......... 1947
Knoxville . . ......... 1948
JohnsonCity ........ 1949
Memphis .. ......... 1950
Chattanocoga ........ 1951
Nashville . . . ... .. ... 1952
Memphis .. ......... 1953
Gatlinburg . . . ....... 1954
Nashville . .. ... .. ... 1955
Memphis ........... 1956
Chattanooga ........ 1957
Gatlinburg . ......... 1958
Knoxville . .. ........ 1959
Nashville . . ... ...... 1960
Memphis ........... 1961
Chattanooga . ....... 1962
Nashville ... ........ 1963
Memphis .. ......... 1964
Gatlinburg . .. ....... 1965
Nashville . . ......... 1966
Jackson . ........... 1967
Gatlinburg . . .. ...... 1968
Nashville ... ........ 1969
Memphis ........... 1970
Chattanooga . ....... 1971
Nashville . .. ........ 1972
Memphis ........... 1973
Knoxville . .. ........ 1974
Nashville . . ......... 1975
Memphis ........... 1976
Chattanooga ........ 1977
Nashville .. ......... 1978
Memphis ........... 1979
Knoxville . . ......... 1980
Nashville .. ......... 1981
Memphis .. ......... 1982



GFWC Insignla

The band encircling the center signifies eternity. The cru-
sader’s shield emerging from the darkened world signifies
enlightment. The enameled colors are the colors of our country.
The red implies courage; the white, purity; the blue, constancy.
The embossed letters GFWC stand for General Federation of
Women's Clubs. The phrase — Unity in Diversity — is the motto
of the Federation.
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A Collect for Ciub Women

Keep us, oh God, from pettiness;
Let us be large in thought, in word, in deed.

Let us be done with fault-finding
And leave off self-seeking.

May we put away all pretense
And meet each other face to face,
Without self-pity and without prejudice.

May we never be hasty in judgment
and always be generous.

Let us take time for all things;
Make us to grow calm, serene, gentle.

Teach us to put into action our better impulses,
straightforward and unafraid.

Grant that we may realize it is
The little things that create differences.
That in the big things of life we are at one.

And may we strive to touch and to know
The great, common human heart of us all,
And, oh Lord God, let us forget not
To be kind!-
Mary Stewart
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