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From the President 

 
It seems a very long time ago that we had our Fall 

Conference in Goodletsville, but, in reality, it was 

just two months ago.  The enthusiasm was unbe-

lievable as we began on Friday with our annual 

Tennessee LEADS led by our President-elect Beth 

Smith.  We are all very excited to see what ave-

nues our new leaders will take with their training!  

Later in the day on Friday, the Finance Committee 

and Executive Committee met followed by the 

Board of Directors meeting and dinner.  We were 

very fortunate to have GFWC Treasurer Wendy 

Carriker as our representative.   

Saturday morning started with the LEADS Gradu-

ate breakfast which was held at the Cracker Bar-

rel.  The group elected a new Secretary/Treasurer, 

Kathryn Hopkins of the GFWC Centennial Wom-

an’s Club.  Dues were collected and plans were 

made for taking a leadership role in GFWC of 

Tennessee by being available to clubs for help in 

leadership-type activities. 

The rest of Saturday was filled with business, infor-

mation, and training.  At lunch we were joined via 

conference call with Aime Ware from the Nature 

Generation who spoke to us about planning and 

planting Monarch Butterfly Way Stations.  Our 

guest speakers at our evening banquet were Mary 

Anne Scott, 2016 GFWC LEADS graduate from 

Tennessee and Wendy Carriker, Treasurer, 

GFWC. 

We finished our meeting on Sunday with more 

information including a presentation by Barbara 

Powell, State Chaplain, on the Crisis Outreach 

Committee.  A collection of $325 was taken to 

send to GFWC Headquarters for the Disaster 

Relief-Library Replenishment Fund in honor of 

GFWC California, Louisiana, and West Virginia 

due to the devastation caused by wildfires and 

flooding.  Barbara then sent out cards to those 

state presidents along with a poem written by 

Susan Burkey.  We also raised money for the Jun-

ior Special Project by contributing to our virtual 

walk team for St. Jude. 

Some important business was decided during the 

convention which I need to inform you of.  The 

following actions were presented, discussed and 

approved: 

 The Edward Jones investment account will be 

changed from a fee-based account to an advi-

sory account.  

 All GFWC of TN Endowment investments 

within the Edward Jones account will be com-

bined into one investment.  

 GFWC of Tennessee will reposition $20,000 

of the Nora Cantrell fund in the checking 

account to the advisory account.   

 With regret, the resignation of GFWC Belle-

vue Woman’s Club was accepted in good 

standing.  
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 GFWC of Tennessee will give one $1,000 scholarship for the 

2016-2017 year to be taken from the scholarship designated 

fund. 

 GFWC of Tennessee will propose to the Tennessee Economic 

Council on Women’s Foundation transferring the administration 

of the Tennessee Woman’s Hall of Fame to GFWC of Tennes-

see. 

 Lana Robinson was approved to serve as Chairman of the Elec-

tion Committee for 2016-2018.  

 It was approved the 2017 State Annual Convention have the 

following registration costs - $15 entire convention, $10 one 

day only, and $20 late registration. 

 It was approved GFWC of Tennessee make a donation of 

$100.00 to the GFWC Capital Campaign in honor of GFWC 

Treasurer, Wendy Carriker.  

 The committee to report on Youth Leadership will present a 

recommendation at the Spring 2017 convention. 

And with the close of the Fall Conference, we have turned our atten-

tion to our Guinness Record Book Tree that will be constructed on 

November 18th at the Official Residence of the Governor of the State 

of Tennessee.  This is a proud moment for all of our GFWC clubs.  

Please use it as a way to promote your club and show how much fun 

and rewarding it is when we work together as one voice.  Every club 

president should have now received a packet of seeds to plant a 

Monarch Butterfly Way Station. Please take pictures and send them 

to me at lindahersheygfwc@gmail.com.   

Finally, as our year draws to an end, our efforts will turn to report-

ing.  Please consult your GFWC of Tennessee handbook for dead-

lines.  We are so looking forward to reading about all of the projects 

our clubs have done!   

As you can see, we have had a busy late summer/fall.  I want to thank 

all of the districts for the invitations to visit and all the kindness and 

generosity they extended to me.  I thank Beth for attending the 

Smoky Mountain District while I was at the other end of the state 

meeting with members of the Jackson Woman’s Club and the West 

Tennessee Rivers District.  I am always in awe of the way clubwomen 

of Tennessee are so passionate and dedicated to our organization.  I 

mostly have reflected, after driving from one end of the state to the 

other, how blessed I am.  There are so many amazing women I would 

never have met and been able to call friend if it weren’t for GFWC of 

Tennessee.  May you have a wonderful and happy holiday season! 

Linda 

 

Happy fall, everyone!!  I know that GFWC of TN has been very busy 

these past couple of months beginning with our state meeting in Sep-

tember and continuing on with District meetings all across the state!!   

I am so proud of all your hard work and am right now preparing to 

head to SER to let everyone know just how awesome GFWC of TN 

is!! 

Each year GFWC recognizes the last week in October as Advocates 

for Children’s week.  I know that some of you had special projects/

activities planned to coincide with this, and I can’t wait to hear about 

all the things that you have been up to.   

I thought that this would be a great time to look back on some pro-

jects that have been done in the past few years.  Maybe you can get 

some inspiration from one of these ideas and make it into something 

new!!  Remember, Advocates for Children is all year round, so keep 

doing those awesome projects and make sure you report them! 

The GFWC Juniors’ Special Project, Advocates for Children, was 

adopted to give all clubs an opportunity to participate in projects that 

benefit children of all ages. Clubwomen can become advocates by 

working to:  

• Ensure children are protected from harmful situations  

• Encourage healthy physical and emotional lifestyles  

• Impact policy to improve children’s lives 

Here are just a few ideas, but the possibilities are endless: 

 Reach out to your local Child Advocacy Center and see what 

their needs are.   

 Support your local school’s backpack program by collecting non-

perishable food. 

 Participate in a St. Jude or March of Dimes walk. 

 Collect pocket change at your meetings and donate to a local 

children’s organization. 

 Stuff Easter eggs and sponsor an egg hunt for underprivileged 

children. 

 Partner with your local school to provide lunches for students 

during the summer break. 

 Have one or more club members serve as a board member for a 

local children’s organization. 

 Volunteer in your local school system and speak about raising 

awareness of bullying. 

Thank you for all of your hard work, GFWC of TN, and for being 

Advocates for Children!! 

 

Amanda Guidry 

(Con’t. from page 1) 

From the Director of Junior Clubs of Tennessee 

mailto:lindahersheygfwc@gmail.com
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GFWC Southern Region Annual Conference Report                                                       Mary Ann Scott 

The GFWC Southeastern Region (SER) Annual Conference was held 

November 3-5 at the Greenbrier Resort in White Sulfur Springs, West 

Virginia.  The final credentials report counted 100 voting delegates and 

58 non-voting delegates and guests from the District of Columbia, Ken-

tucky, Maryland, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virgin-

ia.  Our 17 member delegation was led by President Linda Hershey and 

Director of Junior Clubs Amanda Guidry, with members Deb Allen, 

Marjorie Bogert, Kristina Courtney, Della Gowan, Robin Hodge, Vicki 

Kinser, Susan Lamberth, Sandy Lindeman, Susan Martin, Mattie Mullins, 

Mary R. Powell, Mary Anne Scott, Donna Simpson, Pamela Teague, and 

Patricia Williams.   

SER President Mary Jo Thomas presided with a graceful yet command-

ing presence that attested to her strong commitment to our organiza-

tion.  Always seated to her left, our own Della Gowan aptly demon-

strated she is a great “right hand” serving as SER Vice President.  The 

Friday session set the stage with welcomes from the host state and the 

host venue.  We were also introduced to some of our GFWC Partners 

and Programs.  Pat Williams, as a member of the GFWC Signature Pro-

gram Committee, discussed domestic violence awareness and preven-

tion and handed out purple nail polish so that we could all show sup-

port of the “purple pinky promise.” 

Friday night, GFWC West Virginia hosted an enjoyable State Night 

Banquet.  A highlight was the entertainment—Mountain Thyme, an all-

woman ensemble that played Celtic music with an Appalachian flavor.  

After the banquet was over, the GFWC WV Juniors hosted “Bowling at 

the ‘Brier’”—a fun event with participation of many attendees. 

Saturday was full of information, inspiration, and entertainment.  The 

first item on the agenda called on the 2016 LEADS graduates from the 

Region to share what they found inspiring from the seminar.  As the 

Tennessee representative, Mary Anne Scott reported on her experi-

ence.  We then heard reports of SER Committees that included Della 

Gowan as SER Vice President and Susan Martin reporting on the SER 

Audit Committee and GFWC elections in the afternoon.  We also had 

a lesson on how to navigate the GFWC website and learned more 

about the Campaign for the Future, Legislative Action, and Moms De-

mand Action (everytown.org). 

The luncheon was aptly called “Making IT Happen 101.”  At the last 

minute, Deb Allen was called on as “Plan B” to highlight our partner St. 

Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  She rose to the occasion with a 

very moving presentation that ended with announcing that we have met 

our goal of $10,000 three times over, raising more than $30,000.  Kris-

tina Courtney also took the stage announcing a donation on behalf 

GFWC Woman’s Club of Hendersonville to others in the Region that 

consisted of clothing (with minor manufacturing flaws) donated to their 

club that can be distributed to shelters.  

Another proud moment for GFWC Tennessee was the state report.  

All states had two minutes to report their projects, and, in that time, 

Linda and Amanda successfully highlighted all the state’s major pro-

jects—from butterfly gardens to a Guinness World Record for a Chil-

dren’s Book Christmas Tree—in a very entertaining fashion.  And, 

speaking of fashion, Amanda was appropriately clad in outrageously chic 

clothing for the task.  She was a perfect foil for a curious and inquiring 

Queen Bee Linda. 

An all too short weekend ended on an inspiring note as we heard from 

International President Shelia Shea speaking on “GFWC Proud” that, 

among other things, focused on the power of a positive attitude.  The 

fifteen Tennessee delegates went home reenergized after a weekend of 

renewing friendships and sharing experiences and accomplishments in 

pursuing GFWC objectives.  The iconic Greenbrier Resort made the 

experience even more memorable.   

 



 

GFWC of Tennessee 

2017-2018 

Meeting and Convention Dates/Sites 

 

Annual Spring Convention 

 
April 21-23, 2017 

Hilton Garden Inn 
Smyrna, TN 
Room rate:  $139+ 

Some rooms blocked for Thursday night. 

+Contract pending site visit 

 

 

Fall Conference—2017 

Will be in conjunction with another state event.  

Details to follow later. 

 

 

Annual Spring Convention 

 
April 20-22, 2018 
General Morgan Inn 

Greeneville, TN 
Room rate:  $124+ 

Some rooms blocked for Thursday night. 
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On Friday, September 9, 2016, 12 ladies from around 

the state gathered in the conference room of the 

Courtyard by Marriott in Goodlettsville, TN, for a 

life-changing experience.  Welcomed by GFWC of 

Tennessee President Linda Hershey and GFWC of 

Tennessee President-Elect Beth Smith, we began our 

journey through learning more about what being a 

leader in the General Federation of Women’s Club 

really involves.   

Donna Simpson spoke about Knowing Your Organi-

zation – “Lead with Pride.”  We were led on a walk 

through the History of GFWC, The Women’s Histo-

ry and Resource Center, GFWC Headquarters, and 

GFWC of TN.  Her presentation highlighted many 

women who were vital to the beginning and longevi-

ty of GFWC, from Jane Croly to Sarah Chase Platt-

Decker and Helen Chapman.  I encourage you to go 

GFWC.org and look into the vast history of the 

GFWC.  I promise you will be glad that you did. 

Barbara Powell spoke to us about what is leadership 

– “Leading with Knowledge.”  She told us the im-

portance of leadership principles, conflict manage-

ment, and public speaking.  One of the most im-

portant things that a leader can do is to be a listener 

and a motivator.  To be a listener, you must actively 

hear what is being said!  By motivating members to 

see things as their own project, things will get done.  

After a delicious lunch, we heard from Lana Robin-

son on GFWC Structure – “Lead with Tradition” 

and Meetings – “Lead with Communication.”  She led 

us through Protocol, Parliamentary Procedure, and 

proper meeting structure.  This is definitely vital to 

know in order to conduct organized and successful 

club meetings.   

Duties – “Lead with Vision” was presented by Della 

Gowan.  She discussed the ever important Officer, 

Chairman, and Member Responsibilities.  If you don’t 

know what your responsibilities to the club are, you 

definitely will not be a helpful member to your fellow 

clubwomen or your communities.   

Mary Ann Scott is the LEADS graduate who repre-

sented our great state at the 2016 Annual Conven-

tion in Baltimore, MD.  She spoke to us about her 

leadership experiences and how to “Lead with Vi-

sion.” She gave a presentation on Legislative Advoca-

cy and GFWC’s impact on important policy issues.   

If you think that you might be interested in stepping 

up into a leadership role in your club, I definitely 

encourage you to attend a LEADS class.   

 

LEADS graduates 

Tennessee LEADS 2016                                         Rennie L. Dotson 



GFWC of Tennessee Book Tree              Kendra Walker Patty 

P A G E  5  

The 

Building 

of  a 

Christmas 

Book Tree 

 

TENNESSEE FEDERATION NEWS 

The GFWC of TN Children's book tree is finished and ready to be delivered—10,300 books!!! It was constructed at the Knoxville Teen 

Board.  We think we have 5,000 books on just the first layer alone. Thank you to everyone who has brought books., cataloged books, and  

worked so hard to help us exceed our goal!   Everything is now boxed and ready to take to Nashville. 

 

On November 18, we will build the tree at the Tennessee Residence (Governor’s Mansion). I sent out a message asking for volunteers, 

and we have a list of people who are willing to help. Volunteers will help move the boxes from the truck to the tree, unload the books, 

and take the boxes back to the truck. Then we will reconstruct the huge book tree. We are hoping to have everything done in 5-6 hours.  

 

This has been a great state-wide project. Thank you for all of your encouragement and help. It will be exciting to see the finished project 

in Nashville! 

 

Kendra 

The Book Tree Queen 

 
 

Kendra, the Book Tree Queen 

 

Socorro Cooper, Deb Williams, Kendra Pam Teague 

Chief Engineer—Brian Patty 

Amelia Bell 
 

Kendra Walker Patty 
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Membership                                                                                             Vicki Bechet 

 Sometimes when you do a search on the internet for ways to recruit and retain members you find a great source from other community service 

organizations!  Here are some suggestions from a Rotary website. Some were new to me!  

 Ask someone 

 Bring a guest to meetings 

 Advertise in newspapers & cable TV 

 Have a clear club goal & a strategic plan 

 Letters or personal contact with local businesses 

 Contact with Chamber of Commerce 

 Place customized bookmarks in library books 

 Have public meetings at malls, outdoors, etc. 

 Have a booth at malls, fairs, festivals etc. 

 Place pamphlets in doctors’ offices, hospitals, cafeterias, libraries, 

etc. 

 Host an Open House 

 Hold a club assembly only on membership 

 *Make sure your club and website link is on the list in the GFWC 

website.  GFWC is often contacted when a potential or current 

GFWC member is moving to a new town. 

 Give the membership chair one minute at every club meeting 

 Make the membership chair a club director 

 Put together guest information packets 

 Service projects that serve a need in the community 

 Invite family members to join 

 Send letters to people in the news with an invitation to visit the 

club 

 Print club business cards with club meeting location and time 

 Distribute extra copies of magazines that relate to your club in 

waiting rooms, etc. (i.e.: *Clubwoman) 

 Hold high-profile meetings 

 Hold wine and cheese receptions for prospective members 

 Ask for help from *GFWC Membership Team 

 Have a special guest day 

 Send club members to district *meetings 

 Make prospective members feel important 

 Honor outstanding community members with awards 

 Don’t take age into consideration 

 Make some meetings social events 

 Build a club website 

 Use group email to promote your club 

 Put posters in public areas 

 Ask corporations and employers to sponsor or subsidize member-

ship 

 Have a reward program for those who bring in new members 

 Create more fun 

 Give a money back guarantee—if after 3 months a new member 

does not want to be a club member, return their fees 

 Invite the media to cover well known speakers 

 Use word of mouth 

 Network with coworkers, friends, and family 

 Follow up with guests 

 Place a colored dot on the watch of every member to remind 

them to bring a guest 

 Lead by example—how many members have you recruited? 

 Have members give talks at other organizations 

 Provide guests with free meals 

 Update your clubs classification survey 

 Look for members in ethnic groups not represented in your club 

 Provide brochures for new employee packets in members compa-

nies 

 Advertise at sports events 

 Ask the district for help 

 Hold joint meetings with other groups 

 Share your club experience with others 

 Participate in community events 

 Write letters to the newspaper about the campaigns your club is 

working on  

 If a prospect can’t attend your meeting due to time, *consider 

forming an "affiliate membership with no mandatory participation 

in club activities 

 Publicize club successes, elections, events, in local newspapers 

 Circulate the club newsletter widely 

 Design a club brochure 

 Hold recruiting events  

 Form/join a speakers’ bureau 

 Wear your club's pin 

 Mention your club at meetings of other organizations during an-

nouncements 

 Send newsletter to guests 

 When asked about your leadership skills & career success, tell 

them about your club  

 Ask *District or State leaders to attend a board meeting to talk 

about membership 

 Ask every member to submit 3 prospects to the membership chair 

 Make it FUN 

 Give every member a club decal or bumper stickers for their car 

 Give testimonials about your club while guests are at the meeting 

 Repeatedly invite prospective members 

 Practice selling your club at Club meetings—have a one minute 

elevator speech ready  

 Conduct a Membership Satisfaction Survey  
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 The club president asks three club members as a personal favor to 

each recruit one new member 

 Bring your boss to a club meeting 

 Make direct contact with women’s business associations 

 Bring your co-workers to a club meeting 

 Bring your subordinates to a club meeting 

 Have new member kits 

 Use books, brochures, videos and posters from GFWC 

 Hand out invitation cards for a “Free” lunch (breakfast, dinner) 

 Have members constantly promote and rave about your club  

 Meet at a good location 

 Assign every member to a five-person recruitment team—each 

team brings in a new member every six months 

 Develop a strategic plan—membership is a year-round priority 

and needs to be planned 

 Have incentives for recruitment 

 Have a large poster that lists all the members who have sponsored 

a new member in the past year 

 Display a thermometer showing progress towards club goal 

 Feature a member’s “benefit of the month” in the club newsletter 

 Induct new members with pizzazz & invite spouse/partner 

 Develop a welcome letter from the president for all new members 

 Contact all members who have resigned in the past 3 years 

 Use *GFWC road sign on road sides at city limits  

 Recognize new members in newsletters 

 Regularly check the *GFWC website for ideas 

 "Like" and follow the *GFWC Membership-The Real Deal Face-

book page 

 Invite spouses to social functions 

 Ask recipients of *GFWC service projects or donations to speak 

to club 

  

Article originally appeared in November 2004 issue of Membership Matters, written by Chris Offer.   Source: Membership 

Matters, Vol. 4, No. 5 November 2004 

 

 
New Members 

 GFWC Loudon Woman's Club in October was pleased to welcome seven new members, bringing the 

club's membership to 34.  From left to right:  Alicia Fossett, Debbie Arp, Amy Fellhoelter, Tien Watson, 

Courtney Brakebill, Elaine Easter, and Becki Mills. 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/zprg/dxprogramhome/_programhome.aspx?zid=22&pageid=37


 
                  Crisis Task Force                
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This wonderful idea to have a GFWC of Tennessee organization that 

could react to a disaster within our Tennessee borders was the brain 

child of our new State President, Linda Hershey. 

Linda asked me if I would be willing to put together a task force to do 

just that--mobilize at a moment’s notice.   

We currently have ten task force members who are in the process of 

contacting all the GFWC clubs in Tennessee.  Their task is to recruit a 

club captain for each club. 

When or if a disaster strikes, the Task Force members will notify their 

club captains, who will ask each club to consider a specific request to 

help the affected area within our State.    

Naturally, each crisis or disaster is so different that the specifics of 

how to handle supplies, helping people, gifts, etc., will be decided and 

shared for each scenario. 

We have been so blessed not to have the weather that has destroyed 

much of our neighboring states recently, but we were able to help by 

sending money to our state treasurer, Liz Martin, who, in turn, for-

warded our gifts to the National Disaster Fund in Washington, D.C.  

This is a great way we can help other states. 

This is Tennessee’s way of showing we care about our GFWC sisters! 

We may never need this organization to function in our state, but if 

and when we are needed, we will be ready. 

Thank all of you who have volunteered to be one of our captains.  You 

may never know how important your volunteering to help may be! 

Barbara Powell 

News from the Districts 

West Tennessee Rivers District—Carla Murray     

 

The West TN Rivers District held their Fall District meeting on Satur-

day, October 22, 2016.  President Linda Hershey was in attend-

ance.  The hosting club was Newbern Woman’s Club.  

 

While the attendance was light, we all had a good time.  President Her-

shey gave us an update of the State’s on-going projects.  She even gave 

an impromptu origami lesson, which we enjoyed a great deal.  

 

Newbern Woman’s Club is still working on the Food Pantry pro-

ject.  We also just had our annual Fall Baked Potato Sale fundraiser 

which netted us quite a profit.  We are working with the local Moose 

Club by donating food and helping to prepare and serve lunch to local 

veterans on Sunday, November 6, 2016 for free!  We have other pro-

jects in the works.  

 

Tiptonville Woman’s Club was unable to attend as they were attending 

a week-long class on working for the Tipton County Election Commit-

tee.  The Club owns and operates the local library in their town.  

 

Kenton Woman’s Club has planted a tree this year and is caring for it in 

memory of a past mayor and club woman.  

 

Paris Woman’s Club is basically a “reading group”.  They gather month-

ly to discuss what everyone has read.  They have recently conducted a 

program against Human Trafficking and a project contributing to St. 

Jude.  

 

The GFWC of TN Valley Woman’s Club is basically on “hiatus” due to 

President Jane Wilson’s stroke.  She is doing much better and hopefully 

will be back soon!  

 

Donna McLean and Carla Murray are working hard to get the GFWC 

of TN Dyer County Juniorettes back up and running.  We have appoint-

ments with two of the local schools to discuss the advantages of helping 

their students get volunteer working hours and leadership skills. 
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Smoky Mountain District—Susan Lamberth 

 

The GFWC Smoky Mountain District held their fall meeting at the 

beautiful Episcopal Church of the Resurrection in Loudon, TN, Octo-

ber 22, 2016.  Forty-two attended and packaged 50 hygiene kits for 

middle and high school students.  Each club was asked to bring specific 

items for the kits.   

 

All GFWC Smoky Mountain District clubs will come together to make 

a difference at the Second Time Around Boutique located in Wartburg, 

TN, on November 19, 2016. Clubwomen will work together to paint 

two rooms and ceilings to give the boutique a fresh look.  The bou-

tique is the major source of income for the Unicorn Fund.  GFWC 

Smoky Mountain District has been a longtime supporter of the Unicorn 

Fund’s Christmas gift program. Each year Christmas shoeboxes, toys, 

and other items are gifted to the Unicorn Fund for distribution to the 

children who would otherwise not have a Christmas present.   

 

GFWC Valamont Woman’s Club is a sponsor in the Chattanooga Au-

tism Center walk November 12, 2016. Valamont will set up a canopy 

with doodle balloons for the children’s entertainment and games with 

prizes. Literature about GFWC will be on display, and members will be 

reaching out to women to tell them about our organization. 

 

GFWC Knoxville’s Women’s Club donated $1,000 to Powell Middle 

School for the art department.  They also donated $1,000 to the Young 

Williams Animal Shelter. 

 

District 1—Pam Teague 

It’s  been a busy fall for all of us.  Here are just some of the                                                    Future Events: 

events that have occurred: 

GFWC Greeneville Woman's Club                                                                                        GFWC Monday Club of Johnson City                                                                                             

46th Annual Holiday Bazaar                                                                                                   Fine Arts Fair 

Saturday & Sunday, November 5 & 6                                                                                      November 18 & 19 

GFWC The Monday Club Auxiliary                                                                                       GFWC Rutledge Woman’s Club 

Trinkets Treasures, and Tasty Treats                                                                                     11th Annual Christmas Bazaar 

Saturday, November 5                                                                                                          Saturday, December 3, 12:30 p.m. 

GFWC Elizabethton Woman's Club 

5th Annual Christmas Arts and Crafts Show 

Friday & Saturday, November 11 & 12  

GFWC Ladies Reading Circle 

41st Annual Salad Luncheon Fundraiser 

Famous Hot Chicken Salad 

Tuesday, November 15  

President Susan Lamberth’s 

      Opening Remarks 
       Hygiene Kit Assembly 

 
       Assembly Line Rolls On! 

Tennessee Federation News 

More District News 



                  More District News 

 

 

The GFWC of TN District 1 participated in a Red Hand Campaign at their Fall Conference on Saturday, October 8, 2016, in Johnson City, TN. 

 

Red Hand Campaign – Main idea – children should be children NOT soldiers.  Children as young as 8 years old have been reported as soldiers. 

 

In Uganda, 1/3 or more of the child soldiers are reported to be girls who may be raped, traded, or given to commanders as wives. 

 

In 2000, the UN adopted optional protocol on the intervention of the rights of a child- including 18-year-old minimum age. 

 

 UNICEF estimates that as many as 300,000 children under the age of 18 are engaged in armed conflicts in various places around the world, 

despite international laws prohibiting the use of child soldiers. 

 

 The message of the Red Hand Campaign is clear.  Red hand prints proclaim the message to the world – children should NOT be used as 

soldiers!  Over 300,000 red hands have already been delivered to world leaders.  And the action continues! 

 

The GFWC of TN District 1 made 59 Red Hands that have been sent to the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations, who will deliver them 

to the ministries of countries that have not yet signed the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict.  There are 61 

countries who have not agreed to stop the involvement of child soldiers. 

The Red Hand Campaign 
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Club News 

 The GFWC Stones River Woman's Club recently held it's annual fundraising fashion show:  Models to Mutts--a Red Carpet Affair,  at 

it's meeting place Two Rivers Mansion in Nashville.  

 

The show was comprised of celebrity models, including Ms Senior America 2014 and the reigning Mrs. Tennessee, as well as club 

models and 12 adoptable dogs. The mutts were all dressed from head to tail by local pet stores, and the human models’ fashions 

were furnished by Belk. After the show, a catered luncheon was served to over 100 guests. Seven of the adoptable dogs found 

their forever homes.   

 

As an extra event to raise monies for the fashion show, a bake sale—all baked items lovingly baked by club members,—was held 

the Saturday before at the Hip Donelson Farmer's Market.  

 

Pictured left to right above: 

1.  Jane Bryan, fashion show chair, Nashville Mayor Megan Berry, Joanna Grant, club member.  

2.  Site of the event 

3.  Mercedes McCartney, Juliet, Romeo. (Cavalier King Charles dogs who modeled, but were not up for 

adoption).  

4.  Club member Phyllis Cupit and Fritz 

 
 

 

TENNESSEE FEDERATION NEWS 



 More Club News 

Ossoli Circle has a green’s tea every summer called the I Love Ossoli Tea.  Members get together for the first time in almost three months 

and have a fun get together. Those members who can give a donation are encouraged to slip a little green into the silver punch bowl when they 

arrive, although no one is watching who fills the bowl and who doesn't. This goes into the general fund to help keep up our historic clubhouse. 

We met at Peggy Sood’s lovely home, and Robbin Goddard was chair for the day.  Our president, Sarah Searle greeted members as they arrived. 

Chattanooga Autism Center Walk 
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 Fall Conference and LEADS—2016 

Thanks to Dylcia Cowan for the photographs. 
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 1.  Alaska 

2.   Arizona 

3.   Arkansas 

4.   California 

5.   Connecticut 

6.   Delaware 

7.   Florida 

8.   Georgia 

9.   Illinois 

10. Louisiana 

11. Maine                                                                                                               

12. Maryland                                                                                                                      

13. Massachusetts 

14. Minnesota 

15. Mississippi 

16. Missouri 

17. Montana 

18. New Hampshire 

19. New Jersey 

20. North Carolina 

21. Ohio 

22. Oklahoma 

23. Pennsylvania 

24. South Carolina 

25. South Dakota 

26. Texas 

27. Virginia 

28. Washington, D.C. 

29. New York 

30. Vermont 

Japan 

Map by Deb Allen 

Where in the World is GFWC of Tennessee 



it is best to send articles as the events 

occur.  That way, you will be sure you 

do not forget to share your news. 

 

TF News will be sent by email.  We 

realize everyone does not use email, 

so you may request that a hard copy 

be mailed to you.  If you wish to re-

ceive a copy, please send a check for 

$4.00  made out to GFWC of Ten-

nessee to:  Paulette Amsler 

                 P.O. Box 9033 

                 Chattanooga, TN 37412 

All of you are doing wonderful things 

every day, and they need to be shared 

with all of us.  We want to read and 

SEE everything that is going on 

across the state. 

 

Please send articles and pictures 

about projects you are doing or fun 

events you are hosting.  My email 

address is:  p.amsler@epbfi.com 

 

Also, please note the due dates are 

November 1, February 1, May 1, and 

August 1.  All information must be 

submitted by those dates to ensure 

inclusion in the Tennessee Federation 

News.  You do not have to wait until 

those dates to submit items.  In fact,  

 

Articles and Pictures Needed 

 

gfwctennessee.com 

 

Tennessee Federation News 

Editor:  Paulette Amsler 

P.O. Box 9033 

Chattanooga, TN 37412 


